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§ 220-71. Corner clearance.  

No fence, wall, shrubbery, sign or other obstruction to vision above a height of two THREE feet 
from the established street grades shall be permitted within the triangular area formed at the 
intersection of any street right-of-way lines by a straight line drawn between said right-of-way 
lines at a distance along each line of 25 feet from their point of intersection, nor shall such 
obstruction to vision be permitted at the intersection of any driveway or alley and a street right-
of-way line within a triangular area formed at such intersection by a straight line drawn between 
the driveway or alley line and the street right-of-way line at a distance along each line of 15 feet 
from their point of intersection. In those instances where such triangular area cannot be 
constructed on the property in question, a fifteen-foot setback shall be required between the 
property line and the driveway or alley (see sketch).  
 

 

§ 220-72. Access to a street.  

Any lot of record created after the effective date of this chapter shall have AT LEAST 20 FEET 
OF frontage on a public street. Any one lot of record created before the effective date of this 
chapter without any frontage on a public street shall not be occupied without access provided by 
an easement or other right-of-way no less than 20 feet wide.  

§ 220-73. Residential entranceway.  

In all residential districts, so-called "entranceway structures," including but not limited to walls, 
columns and gates marking entrances to single-family neighborhoods or multiple-housing 
complexes, may be permitted and may be located in a required yard, except as provided in § 220-
71, Corner clearance, provided that such entranceway structures shall comply with all codes of 
the City and shall be approved by the Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector. Site plan 
review by the Planning Commission is not required.  



§ 220-74. Access management.  

A. The standards of this section are intended to promote safe and efficient travel within the 
City; minimize disruptive and potentially hazardous traffic conflicts; separate traffic 
conflict areas by reducing the number of driveways; provide efficient spacing standards 
between driveways, and between driveways and intersections; protect the substantial 
public investment in the street system; and to ensure reasonable access to properties, 
though not always by the most direct route.  

B. The following standards shall apply to all uses except residential developments involving 
fewer than five dwelling units. However, if it appears that there would be unusual 
difficulty encountered in meeting these requirements because of grade changes, existing 
or proposed intersections, driveways, bridges, or other land restrictions, the Planning 
Commission, upon recommendation of the City Engineer OR THE MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, may waive or modify the requirements of 
this section.  

(1)  Acceleration-deceleration-passing lanes:  

(a)  Driveways providing ingress and egress to all two-lane, paved major 
thoroughfares shall be provided with paved acceleration and deceleration 
lanes and passing lanes, IF RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY 
ENGINEER OR THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION.  

(b)  Driveways providing ingress and egress to all three-lane, paved major 
thoroughfares shall be provided with paved acceleration and deceleration 
lanes IF RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY ENGINEER OR THE 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.  

(c)  Driveways providing ingress and egress to roads of four or more lanes 
shall be provided with paved tapers or turning lanes IF RECOMMENDED 
BY THE CITY ENGINEER OR THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION.  

(d)  Required lanes or tapers shall be indicated schematically on the site plan 
and shall be constructed in accordance with the standards for such 
facilities as established by the City Engineer OR MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.  

(2)  Driveway spacing:  

(a)  Except in instances where a shared driveway is proposed, there shall be a 
minimum spacing of 25 feet between the center line of a driveway and the 
adjacent property line not including the right turn lane and/or taper. The 



center line for channeled driveways is measured at the street right-of-way 
line.  

 

(b a) If a driveway curb radius extends beyond the frontage of the property, 
written consent from the affected adjacent property owner(s) allowing the 
design shall be provided.  

(c b)  Except where a center median or boulevard is provided, to reduce left-turn 
conflicts, new commercial driveways shall be aligned with those across 
the roadway where possible. If alignment is not possible, driveways 
should be offset a minimum of 150 feet from those on the opposite side of 
the roadway.  

(d c)  Minimum driveway spacing requirements shall be determined based on 
posted speed limits along the parcel frontage, as indicated in the following 
table:  

 Posted Speed 
(mph)* 

Minimum Driveway Spacing 
(feet) 

 30 125 

 35 150 

 40 185 

 45 230 

 50 275 

 55 350 

 NOTES: 
* Or the corresponding metric equivalent. 

C.  Distance from intersecting streets. Driveway spacing from an intersection shall be 
measured from the center line of the driveway to the closest edge of the nearest travel 
lane on the intersecting street. The required minimum distance between a driveway and 
an intersecting street varies as follows:  



 Intersecting Street Full Movement Driveway One-Way Drives 

 Major thoroughfare 250 feet 100 feet 

 Signalized major thoroughfare 200 feet 75 feet 

 Local or secondary thoroughfare 100 feet 75 feet 

D.  Number of driveways. Where driveway spacing standards can be met (outlined in 
Subsection B above), an individual parcel or contiguous parcels under the same 
ownership shall be permitted one two-way driveway or a paired one-way driveway 
system wherein one driveway is designed, and appropriately marked, to accommodate 
ingress traffic and the other egress traffic. In the following instances the Planning 
Commission may allow more than one driveway:  

(1)  Developments that can demonstrate that the number of vehicle trip ends will 
exceed 3,000 during an average day (or will be used by 300 or more vehicles 
during the peak hour of traffic for either the thoroughfare or the use), and lacking 
access to a second street, a second driveway may be allowed along the major 
thoroughfare provided that the additional driveway can meet the spacing 
standards of Subsection B above.  

(2)  For parcels with arterial frontage of at least 300 feet, one additional driveway may 
be allowed, with another driveway allowed for each 300 feet of frontage 
thereafter, provided that these driveways meet the standards of Subsection B 
above.  

(3)  Where parcels have frontage on more than one street the Planning Commission 
may allow the provision of two drives; one to each street provided that the 
standards of Subsections B and C above are met.  

E.  Alternative means of access. To reduce the number of curb cuts to the City's major 
thoroughfares, alternative means of access shall be encouraged in general. However, due 
to the driveway spacing standards specified in Subsection B above, a shared driveway 
may be the only design solution that will be permitted. In such cases the following 
alternative means of access may apply:  

(1)  Shared driveways. Sharing or joint use of a driveway by two or more property 
owners shall be encouraged. The shared driveway shall be constructed along the 
midpoint between the two properties. If a written easement is provided which 
allows traffic to travel across one parcel to access another, or access the public 
street, the driveway can be located entirely on one parcel.  

(2)  Frontage roads.  



(a)  In cases where a frontage road exists, is recommended in a plan adopted 
by the Grand Ledge Planning Commission and/or is proposed in an 
approved site plan for an adjoining lot or parcel, access shall be provided 
via such frontage road, rather than by direct connection to the major 
thoroughfare.  

(b)  In areas where frontage roads are planned, but adjacent properties have not 
yet developed, the site shall be designed to accommodate a future road. In 
such instances, the Planning Commission may temporarily grant 
individual parcels a direct connection to the adjacent major thoroughfare. 
A performance bond or other financial guarantee must be provided which 
assures elimination of the temporary access upon completion of the 
service road. Occupancy permits shall not be issued until such financial 
guarantee has been submitted to the City.  

(3)  Parking lot connections. All parking lots shall be designed in such a way as to 
allow for a connection to the parking lot of an existing or future use. Such 
connection shall be a minimum of 20 feet in width and shall be set back a 
minimum of 30 feet from the planned future right-of-way of adjacent roads.  
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