
n~ 

CITY OF GRAND LEDGE Established 1893 

Zoning Administrator 319 Taylor st. 
Grand Ledge, MI 48837 

Ph: (517)627-2149 sstachowiak@grand-Iedge.com 
City ofGrand Ledge Fax: (517) 627-9796 

NOTICE 

The Grand Ledge Planning Commission will conduct its regular meeting on Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 
7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Grand Ledge City Hall, 200 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge, MI. 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of the Agenda 

4. Approval of minutes of regular meeting held June 7, 2012 

5. Notice of Agenda Item Conflicts 

6. Business from the Floor 


New Business 


7. Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Child Care Centers in the CBD District 

8. Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Signs 

9. Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Waste Receptacles 

10. Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Exterior Lighting 

11. Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Recreational Vehicles 

Other Business 

11. Review of Violation Report 

12. Zoning Administrator's Report 

13. Zoning Board of Appeals Representative's Report 

14. Council Representative's Report 

15. Mayor's Comments 

16. Comments from Commissioners 

17. Chairman's Report 

mailto:sstachowiak@grand-Iedge.com


City of Grand Ledge 

Planning Commission Meeting 


Minutes from Meeting Held on 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 


Chainnan Mike Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Attendance: Mike Stevens, Ann Lawrence, Bob Doty, Bill Kane, Ron Graber, Steve Willobee, 
Steve Baribeau and Jamie Malecki (arrived at 8:20). Absent: Todd Gute and City Council 
Representative Jon Bonofiglio. Also present: Zoning Administrator Sue Stachowiak. 

Pledge of Allegiance - Mr. Kane led those present in the pledge of allegiance. 

Approval of the Agenda - Mr. Doty made a motion to approve the agenda. Ms. Lawrence 
seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 - O. 

Approval of the Minutes - Mr. Doty made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular 
meeting held on May 3,2012. Mr. Willobee seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 - O. 

Notice of Agenda Items Conflicts - Non e 

Business from the Floor - None 

New Business 

Site Plan Review - McDonald's Restaurant -730 E. Saginaw Highway, Outlot A 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that the site plan is for the construction of a single story, 4,814 square foot, 
McDonald's Restaurant and Drive-Through building on Outlot "A" at 730 E. Saginaw Highway. 
The site is the undeveloped "Outlot" in front of the Meijer Store and just west of the Meijer Gas 
Station on Saginaw Highway. The existing McDonald's restaurant will be demolished. 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that the site complies with all requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. She 
said that a 5' wide sidewalk is already provided along the E. Saginaw Highway road frontage and 
although not required, it is recommended that the applicant provide a sidewalk connection between 
the existing Saginaw Highway sidewalk and the north edge of the driveway that aligns with the 
Meijer Gas Station driveway. She said that the applicant should also provide a location for at least 
one bicycle rack that can support two bicycles in an upright position even though it is not currently 
required. 

Mr. Kane stated that there should be bumper blocks or a standard straight back curb along the west 
line ofthe parking lot to prevent cars from driving onto the grass area. He also said that there should 
be a minimum, rather than a maximum number of parking spaces required. 

Jeff Brinks, William & Works, Inc. stated that a bike rack is being added to the northeast comer 
of the landscape area. He also said that they went with rolled curb to make snow removal easier. 
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Mr. Brinks stated that they can change the plan to a straight back curb but there should be enough 
of a gutter to prevent someone from driving over it. 

Mr. Doty asked about the trees that are being removed and whether there will be adequate trees 
to fulfill the ordinance requirements. 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that there will be almost twice as many trees as what are required by 
ordinance. 

Mr. Kane asked about the future plans for the existing McDonald's. 

Mr. Brinks stated that there are no plans for reuse of the site at this time. 

Mr. Willobee stated that he is supportive ofhaving a maximum limitation on the amount ofparking 
that can be constructed so that there are not seas of unused parking in the city. 

Mr. Stevens stated that the sidewalks approaches should be flared to make them easier to use. He 
also asked about the time frame for the proj ect. 

Mr. Brinks stated that they would like to start as soon as possible and could be finished in a matter of 
weeks. 

Mr. Willobee made a motion, seconded by Mr. Graber to approve the site plan prepared by 
Williams & Works, Inc., dated April 16, 2012, for a 4,814 square foot, McDonald's Restaurant 
and Drive-Through building on Outlot "A" at 730 E. Saginaw Highway, subjectto compliance 
with the applicable items contained in this staff report which includes the installation of a 
sidewalk connecting the existing sidewalk along M-43 with the north edge ofthe driveway that 
aligns with the Meijer gasoline station driveway, the installation of a bike rack that can 
accommodate at least 2 bikes in an upright position and the following: 

1. 	 Compliance with the applicable items contained in the City Engineer's letter 
dated May 29, 2012 and the Public Service Director's letter dated May 31, 
2012; 

2. 	 Compliance with the items contained in the Grand Ledge Area Fire 
Department's letter dated May 21, 2012; 

3. 	 The installation of straight-back curb along the west edge of the parking lot; 
and 

4. 	 The sidewalk approaches are flared. 

On a voice vote (7-0), the motion carried unanimously. 
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Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Off Street Loading and Unloading 

Ms. Stachowiak briefly reviewed the proposed ordinance changes. 

Mr. Stevens opened the public hearing at 7:25 p.m. Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mr. Stevens 
closed the public hearing at 7:25 p.m. 


Mr. Doty made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kane to recommend that the City Council approve 

the proposed ordinance amendments. On a roll call vote (7-0), the motion carried unanimously. 


Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Child Care Centers in the CBD District 


Ms. Stachowiak stated that it was determined at the May meeting that the outdoor play area should 
be fenced/screened. She said that she also included language that would require one pick up and 
drop offspace that has unobstructed access to the building between the hours of6:00 a.m. and 8:00 
p.m. 

The Commission determined that condition number 3 should be revised as follows: 

All play areas shall be enclosed by a solid fence or wall, at least five feet in height. 

The Commission also determined that condition number 4 should be deleted. 

Play areas shall be soreened from yi8"tV of any street or adjacent residential property '.vith a 
fenoe, wall, landsoaping or some oombination thereof. 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that she would forward this proposed ordinance to the DDA for their input. 


Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Signs 


Ms. Stachowiak reviewed the changes to the proposed sign ordinance amendments: 


1. Added definitions ofBanner Signs, Sandwich Board Signs and Non-electronic multi
message signs. 

2. Changed the duration to 6 seconds for the amount oftime that a message must remain 
for multi-message signs. 

3. Eliminated the requirement for a permit to display a sandwich board sign. 

Don Keller, 201 Ledge Street, stated that the proposed ordinance does not address his situation at 
409 N. Bridge Street. The building at this location is setback from the front and side property lines. 
He is only permitted to have one wall sign one the building which means that he has no sign 
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exposure from at least one direction. He would like to be able to have one wall sign on each wall of 
the building so that his business is adequately signed from all directions. 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that the majority of the buildings in the downtown are built up to the front and 
side property lines. The ordinance is written to provide for one wall sign on the front ofthe building 
and one projecting sign which is primarily intended to be pedestrian oriented signage. Mr. Keller's 
situation is unique in that his building is setback from the property lines and therefore, the allowable 
signs are not adequate to advertise his business. She said that ordinances cannot be written to cover 
every situation which is why there is a Zoning Board of Appeals. She suggested that Mr. Keller 
petition the ZBA for a variance given the unique circumstances surrounding his property. 

The Commission agreed that the appropriate course of action would be for Mr. Keller to seek a 
variance from the ZBA. 

Mr. Keller expressed concerns about the process and the required fee to seek a variance. 

The Commission asked Ms. Stachowiak to forward the proposed sign ordinance amendments to the 
DDA for their input. 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments Waste Receptacles 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that the ordinance is the same as it was last month and can be set for public 
hearing is the Commission so desires. 

The Commission asked that this ordinance be sent to the DDA for input as well. 

Other Business 

Review of Violation Report 

Ms. Stachowiak stated that 640 W. Front was mowed by the city. 

Mr. Graber stated that the violation at 109 W. Lincoln and the fence violation on DeGroff Street 
should stay on the list until they are completely resolved. 

Zoning Administrator's Report 

Ms. Stachowiak indicated there will be a site plan coming in shortly for an addition at Independence 
Village. 
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Zoning Board of Appeals Representative's Report 

Mr. Graber stated that the ZBA has not met since the last meeting. 

Council Representative's Report 

Mr. Bonofiglio was not present. 

Mayor's Comments 

Mayor Smith stated that the city is working out the details with regard to detours and parking during 
the Jefferson Street reconstruction project. He also spoke about the City's purchase of the 
Greenwood School. 

Mr. Kane stated that it may not be a very good idea to have a police station in the same building as a 
school. The other Commissioner's agreed. 

Comments from Commissioners 

Mr. Doty stated that the next meeting will be on July Ith rather than the t hbecause of the holiday. 

Mr. Kane stated that there will be a joint DDA, Parks and Recreation, Planning Commission 
Committee meeting on July 20th. 

Chairman's Report 

Mr. Stevens spoke about traffic and parking during the Jefferson Street construction project. 

Adjournment 

Ms. Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Mr. Doty to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Motion 
carried 8 to O. 

Submitted By: 

Susan Stachowiak Ann Lawrence, Secretary 
Zoning Administrator Planning Commissioner 



Amend Section 220-36. Uses permitted subject to special conditions to include the following: 

F. 	 State-licensed child care facilities, when the following conditions are met: 

(l) 	 The outdoor play space shall have a total minimum area ofnot less than 1,200 
square feet for up to six children. 

(2) 	 There shall be provided and maintained an additional area of 100 square feet of 
outdoor play space for each child licensed in the facility in excess of six. 

(3) 	 All play areas shall be enclosed by a solid screen wall or fence, at least five feet 
in height. Chain-link or wire fences are not permitted. 

(4) 	 At least one off-street pick up and drop off space shall be provided for children 
entering or leaving the facility between the hours of6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Such 
space shall have unobstructed access to the door of the building. 



§ 220-78. Signs. 

The purpose of this section is to permit and regulate outdoor signs of all types in all zoning 
districts. The regulation of outdoor signs is intended to enhance the physical appearance of 
Grand Ledge, to preserve scenic and natural beauty and to create a climate that is attractive to 
business. It is further intended by the provisions of this chapter to improve traffic safety by 
avoiding sign distractions and the"canceling out" effect of conflicting overlapping signs. 

A. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

ACCESSORY SIGN A sign which pertains to the principal use of the premises. 

BANNER SIGN A TEMPORARY SIGN MADE OF A FLEXIBLE MATERIAL SUCH 
AS CANV AS, CLOTH, PLASTIC OR WATERPROOF PAPER WITH NO 
SUPPORTING FRAMEWORK. 

BUSINESS CENTER Any group of two or more commercial establishments having not 
less than 100 feet of frontage on a major street and which are under one common 
ownership or management, have a common arrangement for the maintenance of the 
grounds and are connected by party walls, partitions, covered canopies or other structural 
members to form one continuous structure; or share a common parking area. 

ELECTRONIC SIGN ANY SIGN, OR PORTION OF A SIGN, THAT DISPLAYS 
AN ELECTRONIC IMAGE OR VIDEO, WHICH MAYOR MAY NOT INCLUDE 
TEXT, WHERE THE RATE OF CHANGE IS ELECTRONICALLY PROGRAMMED 
AND CAN BE MODIFIED BY ELECTRONIC PROCESSES. THIS DEFINITION 
INCLUDES TELEVISION SCREENS, PLASMA SCREENS, DIGITAL SCREENS, 
LED SCREENS, VIDEO BOARDS, HOLOGRAPHIC DISPLAYS, AND OTHER 
SIMILAR MEDIA. 

EXTERIOR BUILDING ENTRANCE Includes only those available for use by 
customers or patrons and does not include service or employee entrances. 

FESTOON SIGN A sign where incandescent light bulbs, banners or pennants or other 
such features are hung or strung overhead and are not an integral physical part of the 
building or structure they are intended to serve. 

FLASHING, ANIMATED OR MOVING SIGN A sign that intermittently reflects 
lights from either an artificial source or from the sun or sign which has movement of any 
illumination such as intermittent, flashing, scintillating or varying intensity or a sign that 
has any visible pOliion in motion, either constantly or at intervals, which motion may be 
caused by either artificial or natural sources. 

GROUND SIGN A sign not attached to any building and supported by uprights or braces 
or some object on the ground and is a type of freestanding sign. 

HEIGHT The "height of a sign" is the distance from the ground to the highest point of 
the sign, including the sign frame. 

PAGE 1 




INFLATABLE SIGN A sign that is either expanded to its full dimension or supported 
by gases contained within the sign or sign parts at a pressure greater than atmospheric 
pressure. 

MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN The entire area within a single continuous perimeter 
enclosing the extreme limits of writing, representation, emblem or any figure of similar 
character, together with any frame or other material or color forming an integral part of 
the display, excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which such sign is placed. 
Where a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in determining 
the area of the sign, except that where two such faces are placed back to back and are at 
no point more than three feet from one another, the area of the sign shall be taken as the 
area of one face if the two faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger face if the 
two faces are of unequal area. 

NAMEPLATE An accessory sign stating the name or street number of a person, firm, 
building or institution of a certain permitted use. 

NATURAL MATERIALS Includes, but are not limited to, wood, stone and brick. 
Substances specifically excluded from this definition are plywood, pressed board, 
drywall, concrete block, poured concrete, wood or metal paneling, sheet metal, or any 
substances synthetically created in a manufacturing process. 

NONACCESSORY SIGN A sign which does not pertain to the principal use of the 
premIses. 

NONELECTRONIC, MULTI-MESSAGE SIGN A SIGN WHICH CHANGES THE 
MESSAGE OR COPY OF THE SIGN BY ROTATION OF PANELS OR SLATS. 

PAINTED WALL SIGN A sign painted directly on any exterior building wall or door 
surface, exclusive of window and door glass areas on any outside wall or roof or on glass 
of any building. 

POLITICAL SIGN A sign relating to the election of a person to public office or relating 
to a political party or relating to a matter to be voted upon at an election called by a 
public body. 

PORTABLE SIGN A sign and sign structure which is designed to facilitate the 
movement of the sign from one zoning lot to another. The sign mayor may not have 
wheels, changeable lettering and/or hitches for towing. A sign shall be portable only if 
such sign is manifestly designed to facilitate its movement from one zoning lot to 
another. 

PROJECTING SIGN A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending in 
whole or in part more than 12 inches beyond the surface of the portion of the building 
line or extending over public property. 
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REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT SIGN A sign placed on the premises of a 
subdivision or other real estate development to indicate a proposed start or to inform 
relative to availability. 

REAL ESTATE SIGN A sign placed upon a property advertising that particular 
property for sale, rent or lease. 

SANDWICH BOARD SIGN A MOVEABLE SIGN OF A-FRAME 
CONSTRUCTION DESIGNED FOR PLACEMENT ON THE SIDEWALK OR 
PEDESTRIAN WAY IN FRONT OF THE BUSINESS FOR WHICH THE 

. COMMERCIAL MESSAGE IS INTENDED. 

SIGN The use of any words, numerals, figures, devices, designs or trademarks by which 
anything is made known such as to show an individual firm, profession, business, product 
or message and which are visible to the general public. 

SNIPE SIGN A sign which is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise attached 
to trees, poles, stakes, fences or to other objects and the advertising matter appearing 
thereon is not applicable to the present use of the premises upon which such sign is 
located. 

S"'INGING SIGN A sign installed on an arm, mast, spar or building overhang that is 
not rigidly attached to such arm, mast, spar or building overhang. 

TEMPORARY SIGN A sign with or without letters and numerals, such as window 
signs in business and industrial districts, of lightweight cardboard, cloth, plastic or paper 
materials and intended to be displayed for special events, sales and notices. 

VEHICLE BUSINESS SIGN A vehicle upon which a sign is painted or attached and is 
parked or placed upon the owner's premises primarily for advertising purposes. 

WALL SIGN A sign erected or fastened to the wall of a building with the exposed face 
of the sign in a plane approximately parallel to the plane of such wall and not extending 
more than 12 inches beyond the surface of the portion of the building wall on which 
erected or fastened. 

B. Signs not permitted. The following signs shall not be permitted in any use district: 

(1) Festoon sign. 
(2) Flashing, animated or moving sign. 
(3) Projecting sign. 
(43) Snipe sign. 

(.§. 4) Vehicle business sign. 

(e 5) Roof-mounted signs. 

(+ 6) Portable signs. 

(& 7) Temporary signs unless otherwise provided by this chapter. 
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C. 	 General provisions. The following conditions shall apply to all signs erected or located in 
any use district: 

(1) 	 Except for signs erected by the City of Grand Ledge, Eaton County, state or 
federal governments, and PERMITTED signs located in the CBD District, no sign 
shall be located in, project into, or overhang a public right-of-way or dedicated 
public easement. 

(2) 	 Except for permitted swinging PROJECTING signs, signs mounted on a building 
shall not project beyond or overhang the wall by more than 12 inches. 

(3) 	 Signs shall not project above the cornice, wall facade, parapet or eave of the 
building to which it is affixed. 

(4) 	 Signs shall be permitted in any required yard, and for the purposes of determining 
required height and required front setbacks, signs shall be exempt from the 
Schedule of Regulations Editor's Note: See Art. XVI, Schedule ojRegulations. and the 
standards provided in this section shall apply. 

(5) 	 No sign shall be erected which simulates or imitates in size, color, lettering, or 
design any traffic sign or signal or other word, phrase, symbol or character in such 
a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic. 

(6) 	 ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARDS SHALL BE PERMITTED IN ALL 
NONRESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS. SUCH SIGNS SHALL HAVE 
AUTOMATIC DIMMING CAPABILITIES THAT ADJUST THE 
BRIGHTNESS TO THE AMBIENT LIGHT AT ALL TIMES OF DAY AND 
NIGHT. THE COPY OR MESSAGE OF AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 
CENTER MUST BE STATIC FOR A MINIMUM DURATION OF SIX (6) 
SECONDS. VIDEO ANIMATION AND PHASING, ROLLING, SCROLLING, 
FLASHING, BLENDING, AND OTHER TRANSITIONS TO MESSAGES ARE 
PROHIBITED. 

(7) 	 NONELECTRONIC, MULTI-MESSAGE SIGNS SHALL BE PERMITTED IN 
ALL NONRESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS. SUCH SIGNS SHALL BE 
STATIC FOR A MININUM DURATION OF SIX (6) SECONDS. 

(68) 	 Accessory signs shall be permitted in any use district. 

(+ 9) 	 Nonaccessory signs shall be permitted only in the 1-2 Heavy Industrial Districts, 
except as otherwise provided by this chapter. 

(8- 10) Temporary signs are allowed in any district with approval and issuance of a 
permit by the Zoning Administrator. Such signs shall be allowed for a period not 
to exceed +G 15 days twice in anyone calendar year for any single use. For the 
purposes of this section, a BUSINESS WITHIN A shopping center or other 
collective grouping of buildings on a single parcel shall have the same rights as an 
individual use. 
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D. General exceptions. The following signs shall not require a permit: 

(1) 	 IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, real estate signs advertising premises for sale, 
rent or lease, when not more than six square feet in area and not more than 42 
inches in height for a single dwelling or building or vacant land. Such signs shall 
be placed at least B 5 feet from a road right-of-way or property line, AND ARE 
SUBJECT TO § 220-71, CORNER CLEARANCE. 

(2) 	 Real estate signs in commercial areas NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
providing that such sign shall not exceed B 32 square feet in surface display area 
per face, nor exceed 10 feet in height, and, if they are freestanding, shall be set 
back at least 8 10 feet from the nearest edge of existing PAVEMENT ROAD 
RIGHT-OF-WAY OR PROPERTY LINE, AND ARE SUBJECT TO § 220-71, 
CORNER CLEARANCE. 

(3) 	 Seasonal decorations and community event signs which advertise public 
entertainment or events of public interest. These signs shall remain in place for 
not more than 21 days before and seven days after the event and may not exceed 
.w 32 square feet in area. 

(4) 	 A real estate sign for the purpose of direction shall not exceed six square feet in 
area per sign face. Such signs may be located off premises only from 9:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. on the day of the open house and only for three consecutive days and 
for three days each week. Such sign shall not have a height exceeding 42 inches 
and are subj ect to § 220-71, Comer clearance. 

(a) 	 Permission to locate subject sign shall be obtained from the owner or 
occupant of property on which the sign is located. Failure to comply with 
this condition shall be cause for immediate removal of said sign. 

(5) 	 Signs erected by the City of Grand Ledge, Eaton County, state or federal 
governments, for street direction or traffic control. 

(6) 	 Signs not exceeding one square foot in area and bearing only property numbers, 
post box numbers, names of occupants or premises, or other identification of 
premIses. 

(7) 	 Accessory on-site directional signs of not more than twe FOUR square feet each. 

(8) 	 Political signs not exceeding six square feet in surface display area per sign face 
and not exceeding 3 112 feet in height, provided that such signs are removed 
within 10 days after the election for which they were erected and provided further 
that no such sign shall be displayed within the public right-of-way or on other 
public lands. 

(9) 	 Flags, not more than three per zoning lot and not more than four feet by six feet. 
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(10) 	 Legal notices, identification, or informational signs erected or required by 
governmental bodies. 

(11) 	 Signs or markers obtained from a state or federal agency identifying the premises 
as having been designated a state historical site or listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

(12) 	 Signs advertising garage sales, yard sales, etc.: refer to Chapter 113, Garage 
Sales. 

E. Administration and enforcement. 

(1) 	 It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, reerect, alter or relocate any sign 
unless a permit shall have been first obtained from the Zoning Administrator, 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

(2) 	 Application for sign permits shall be made to the Zoning Administrator upon 
forms supplied by the City. 

(3) 	 The Zoning Administrator will review the sign for conformance to zoning 
standards and will transmit one copy of the application to the Building Inspector 
for review. The Building Inspector shall review the sign to assure conformance 
with City Building Codes Editor's Note: See Ch. 66, Building Construction. and 
general structural soundness. The Zoning Administrator shall not approve a sign 
permit without receiving a favorable review from the Building Inspector. 

(4) 	 The Zoning Administrator has the authority to approve or deny all sign 
applications in all zoning districts. 

EB 	 Application for sign permits for property located \vithin the CBD Zoning District 
shall be reviewed by the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) who will 
make recommendations to the Zoning l ..dministrator prior to approval. 

(6) 	 Applicants have the right to appeal any decision of the City administration or 
D-DA ZONING ADMINISTRATOR to the Zoning Board of Appeals in 
conformance with Article XXII, Zoning Board of Appeals. 

(7) 	 A fee schedule shall be set by the City Council which shall be collected with each 
application for a sign permit. 

(8) 	 In all instances, the Zoning Administrator may require review by the Planning 
Commission. 

F. Compliance certificate required. 

(1) 	 All signs shall be inspected at original installation FOR COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE BUILDING CODE, THIS 
ORDINANCE, AND THE APPROVED SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION.;-;;il+f-
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found to comply with this chapter, the sign shall be issued a certificate of 
compliance. 

~ 	 The Building Inspector shall cause e~dsting signs to be inspected biannually, and 
more frequently if deemed necessary, to deteFHline continuation of compliance 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

(3) 	 Should any sign be found unsafe, insecure, improperly constructed or not in 
accordance with the requirements of this chapter, the erector and/or owner shall 
be required to make the sign safe, secure and otherwise in compliance with the 
requirements of this chapter with 30 days' notice. All signs for which a permit is 
required and all supports therefore shall be kept in compliance with the plans and 
specifications filed and approved for issuance of the sign permit and shall be kept 
and maintained in a safe condition. 

(4) 	 Existing signs determined to be unsafe and an immediate hazard to health or 
safety shall be removed or repaired at the owners expense within 48 hours of 
notification. 

G. R-LD, R-MD, R-HD, R-PC, MH and AG Districts: 

(1) 	 One nonilluminated nameplate sign announcing a home occupation or 
professional service not to exceed three square feet in area mounted flat against 
the wall of the principal building. 

[Amended 3-27-2000 by Ord. No. 454] 

(2) 	 One ground sign identifying a subdivision or multiple housing development, 
nursing home, convalescent center or adult foster care congregate facility. Such 
signs shall not exceed 32 square feet and shall be placed no closer to any future 
road right-of-way than 10 feet. No sign shall exceed a height ofs* EIGHT feet. 

[Amended 3-27-2000 by Ord. No. 454] 

(3) 	 One temporary sign for a new residential development, advertising the sale or 
lease of lots, buildings or units within said development. Such sign shall not 
exceed 32 square feet in area nor s* EIGHT feet in height and shall be placed no 
closer to any future road right-of-way than ~ 10 feet. Such signs shall be allowed 
on a temporary basis for a period not to exceed two years. However, the Planning 
Commission shall have authority to grant authorizations to continue such a sign 
for a reasonable period thereafter, upon a showing that a substantial number of 
lots, buildings or units remain vacant. 

(4) 	 Nonresidential uses permitted in the district such as hospitals, churches and 
schools shall be allowed one sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area nor s* 
EIGHT feet in height and which shall be placed no closer to any future right-of
way line than ~ 10 feet. In addition, such uses shall be allowed one 
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nonilluminated sign not to exceed 50 square feet and mounted flat against the wall 
of the principal building. 

(5) 	 All signs shall be constructed of natural materials as defined by this chapter or 
cast metals. 

H. OS, Office Service District: 

(1) 	 One nameplate sign for each exterior building entrance shall be permitted. Such 
sign shall not exceed six square feet in area. 

(2) 	 One ground sign for each zoning lot. Such sign shall have a maximum area of;m.. 
40 square feet, a maximum height six feet and a minimum setback of;u:} 10 feet 
from the future road right-of-way. Additional signs may be permitted when the 
following conditions exist: 

(a) 	 Two signs may be permitted on a comer lot that has at least 100 feet of 
frontage on each of two thoroughfares, provided that only one sign is 
oriented toward each thoroughfare. 

(b) 	 Two such signs may be permitted where the zoning lot, not a corner lot, 
has frontage on two major thoroughfares and has vehicular access via both 
such thoroughfares, provided that only one sign is oriented toward each 
thoroughfare. 

(3) 	 All signs shall be constructed of natural materials as defined by this chapter or 
cast metals. 

I. CBD, Central Business District: 

(l) 	 One nameplate sign for each exterior building entrance shall be permitted. Such 
sign shall not exceed three square feet in area. 

(2) 	 One wall sign per building. Such sign shall not exceed 30 square feet in area. 
EACH GROUND FLOOR BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT SHALL BE 
PERMITTED ONE 32 SQUARE FOOT WALL SIGN ON EACH BUILDING 
FACADE WITH ROAD FRONTAGE. 

(3) 	 WHERE A BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT OCCUPIES NO PART OF THE 
BUILDING FRONTAGE, 1 EIGHT SQUARE FOOT WALL SIGN SHALL BE 
PERMITTED. 

(~4) 	 One double-faced swinging PROJECTING sign per building entrance shall be 
permitted. Such sign shall not exceed H 16 square feet in area per face. The 
innermost edge of the overhanging sign shall not be more than one foot away 
from the wall of the building and the outermost edge of said sign shall not proj ect 
more than four feet SIX INCHES away from the wall of the building. The bottom 

PAGE 8 



edge of an overhanging sign shall be 8 feet above the ground or sidewalk, or 
15 feet if overhanging an alley. 

(4 5) All signs shall be constructed of natural materials as defined by this chapter or 
cast metals. 

(~ 6) 	 EACH BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRlCT IS PERMITTED 
TO HAVE ONE TEMPORARY BANNER SIGN, UP TO 32 SQUARE FEET IN 
AREA, MOUNTED FLAT AGAINST THE WALL OF THE BUILDING, FOR 
UP TO 30 DAYS IN A CALENDAR YEAR. :No temporary sign made of paper, 
cardboard, canvas or similar material'.'lill be permitted on the exterior v.<alls. Such 
signs are permitted to be mounted on the insides ofglass storefront windows; 
hovt'e'ler, such signs shaH not cover more than 25% of the total vlindow area. 

(7) 	 ONE GROUND SIGN FOR EACH ZONING LOT. SUCH SIGN SHALL 
HAVE A MAXIMUM AREA OF 25 SQUARE FEET, A MAXIMUM HEIGHT 
OF 5 FEET AND A MINIMUM SETBACK OF 5 FEET FROM THE ROAD 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE. 

(68) 	 One sandwich sign per store front subject to the following restrictions: 

[Amended 4-27-1998 by Ord. No. 442-98.1] 

(a) 	 To ensure that the provisions of this section have been met, a It sandwich 
sign lt permit shall be obtained by any proprietor desirous of placing such a 
sign '.'lithin the CBD District. A Itsandvt'ich sign" permit application shall 
be filed with the City Zoning Administrator, and an application tee, in an 
amount to be determined from time to time by resolution of the City 
Council, shall be paid. A schematic sketch of the proposed sign, including 
the proposed dimensions, colors, and materials of the sign shall be 
included '.vith the application. 

(b a) 	 No sidewalk less than eight feet wide shall be permitted to have a 
sandwich sign. 

(0 b) 	 The sign shall not create a pedestrian obstruction. The sign shall be 
located adjacent to the curb, within the "brick paver lt section of the 
sidewalk where present. If "brick pavers" are not present, the sign shall be 
located within four feet of the curb, as measured on a parallel line to the 
curb. On comer lots, no sign shall be placed within the crosswalk area. No 
sign shall be placed in a manner that would impair site distance for the 
safe operation of a vehicle. 

(d c) 	 No anchor or tie-down device may be employed with the sign. 

(e d) 	 The sign shall be placed directly on the sidewalk, and may not be placed 
on a bench, chair, platform or other device to raise the height of the sign. 
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(f e) During the winter months, the sign area must be cleared of snow to allow 
the sign to be placed directly on the sidewalk and not on mounds of snow. 

(g f) The signs must be associated with and in front of the establishment using 
the sign. 

(h g) Total sign face area not to exceed six square feet per side, with an overall 
width not to exceed two feet and with overall height not to exceed four 
feet except for a personal business sign or symbol of the business attached 
to the insert at the top of the sandwich sign. This insert may not exceed 16 
inches high or the width of the sandwich sign. 

(i h) The sign frame shall be painted or stained, The frame color must be 
compatible to the street furniture or lighting fixtures and otherwise blend 
in with the public space. Contrasting frame color schemes designed to 
draw attention to themselves and not the message are prohibited. Lively 
colors and creative expression are encouraged in the changeable copy 
message area of the sign. 

(j i) Signs must be removed from the sidewalk during extremely inclement 
weather and when the business is closed. 

(kj) The City and/or the Michigan Department of Transportation shall not be 
held responsible for damage or loss ofa sign for any reason, including 
damage by snow plowing or other maintenance activities. 

(I k) The City Zoning Administrator shall remove any sandwich sign displayed 
on a public right-of-way in violation of this section, shall impound the 
sign, and within 24 hours of the removal, shall notify in writing, by first
class mail, the owner of the sign, if ownership is readily determinable, of 
the location at which the sign is being stored and of the owner's right to 
retrieve the sign upon payment of an impound fee as set by resolution of 
the City Council. Signs not retrieved within a period of 30 days after the 
mailing of such notice may be destroyed by the City. 

~ Prior to the issuanoe of a sandwioh sign permit, the applying business 
must provide the City with a oertifioate of liability insuranoe. The 
minimum general liability limits will be $500,000 oombined single limit 
(bodily injury, property damage) perOOOl:lfFenoe. The insuranoe polioy 
shall remain in foroe and effeot during the life of the sign. The owner of 
the sign shall notify the Zoning Administrator of any change in the polioy 
including the amooot, oarrier or of ooverage conditions. In addition, the 
applying business shall, by written agreement ,tVith the City, indemnify 
and hold harmless the City and its agents and employees fFom and against 
any suit, action, claim, cause of action, damages, losses, liability and 
mfpenses (inoluding oourt costs and attorneys' fees) incident to the 
sandvt'ich board sign and name the City as an additional insured on the 
liability insurance. Failure to maintain the policy in full force and effeot 
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shall be due cause for the Zoning Administrator to remove the sign as 
provided for in Subsection 1(6)(1) of this section. 

fA 	 Automobile service stations shall be permitted one on premises ground sign, 
directly or indirectly illuminated, not e}weeding five feet in height and 25 square 
feet in surface display area. Such signs may be placed at the road right of viay 
li-n&.

[Added 10-12-1998 by Ord. No. 442-98.3] 

(8) 	 Automobile service stations shall be permitted one additional accessory sign per 
gasoline pump, affixed to each pump and not more than two square feet in area. 

[Added 10-12-1998 by Ord. No. 442-98.3] 

J. B-1 Highway Service Districts: 

(l) 	 Ground signs. 

(a) 	 One on-premises ground sign, directly or indirectly illuminated, shall be 
permitted for each zoning lot. Additional signs may be permitted when the 
following conditions exist: 

[1] 	 Two signs may be permitted on a comer lot that has at least 200 
feet of frontage on each of two thoroughfares, provided that only 
one sign is oriented toward each thoroughfare. 

[2] 	 Two such signs may be permitted where the zoning lot, not a 
comer lot, has frontage on two major thoroughfares and has 
vehicular access via both such thoroughfares, provided that only 
one sign is oriented toward each thoroughfare. 

[3] 	 For each lot having a frontage of300 or more, one additional sign 
shall be permitted provided that such signs are at least 200 feet 
apart. 

(b) 	 Ground signs shall not be more than six feet in height and shall be set 
back 10 feet from the future right-of-way line. Such signs may be 
multifaced but shall not exceed 60 square feet in surface display area per 
face. 

(2) 	 A "business center" shall be permitted one on-premises ground sign, which may 
be directly or indirectly illuminated. Such sign shall not exceed 25 feet in height 
and shall be placed no closer to any future road right-of-way than 10 feet. A 
maximum area of 100 square feet per sign face shall be permitted. 
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(3) 	 Each use shall be permitted one wall sign one each building facade with road 
frontage. Such signs shall be limited to an area equal to not more than 10% of the 
area of the wall of the establishment upon which the sign is placed. 

(4) 	 Automobile service stations shall be permitted to provide one additional accessory 
sign per gasoline pump, affixed to each pump and not more than two square feet 
m area. 

K. 	 I-I and 1-2 Industrial Districts. 

(1) 	 Ground signs. 

(a) 	 One on-premises ground sign, directly or indirectly illuminated, shall be 
permitted for each zoning lot. Additional signs may be permitted when the 
following conditions exist: 

[1] 	 Two signs may be permitted on a corner lot that has at least 200 
feet of frontage on each of two thoroughfares, provided that only 
one sign is oriented toward each thoroughfare. 

[2] 	 Two such signs may be permitted where the zoning lot, not a 
corner lot, has frontage on two major thoroughfares and has 
vehicular access via both such thoroughfares, provided that only 
one sign is oriented toward each thoroughfare. 

(b) 	 Ground signs shall not be more than 10 feet in height and shall be set back 
;u} 10 feet from the future right-of-way line. Such signs may be multi faced 
but shall not exceed 64 square feet in surface display area per face. 

[Amended 7-27-1998 by Ord. No. 442-98.2] 

(2) 	 In an industrial park, one on-premises ground sign, which may be directly or 
indirectly illuminated, may be permitted. Such sign shall not exceed 10 feet in 
height and may be placed no closer than 20 feet to any road right of way. A 
maximum area of 100 square feet per sign face shall be permitted. 

(3) 	 Each use shall be permitted one wall sign one each building facade with road 
frontage. Such signs shall be limited to an area equal to not more than five percent 
of the area of the wall of the establishment upon which the sign is placed. 

(4) 	 Non-accessory, off-premise signs are permitted in the 1-2 District. A maximum 
height of such signs is 10 feet and maximum area is 100 square feet. The height 
and area of nonaccessory signs may be increased in direct proportion to the 
setback provided, such that as the setback increases, the sign area may be 
increased. The sign area may be increased at a ratio of two square feet per one 
foot of setback added beyond the minimum setback 25 feet from any future road 
right-of-way. The maximum sign area permitted shall be 300 square feet. The sign 
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height may be increased by one foot for every five feet of setback added beyond 
the minimum setback but in no instance shall exceed 20 feet. 

L. 	 Nonconforming signs. Any existing sign on the effective date of this amendment to this 
Zoning Chapter, or any amendment hereafter made, which does not at that time comply 
with all the provisions hereof, including any amendment: 

(1) 	 Shall not be changed to another type of sign which is not in compliance with this 
chapter. 

~ 	 Shall not have any ehanges made in the words or symbols used or the message 
displayed on the sigfl: UBless the sign is designed for periodie ehange of message. 

(J 2) 	 Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or to change 
the shape, size, type or design of the sign. 

(41 	 Shall not have its faee or faees ehanged unless the sign is brought into eonformity 
with the requirements of this ehapter. 

(.§. 3) 	 Shall not be reestablished after the activity, business or usage to which it relates 
has been discontinued for a period ofW 180 days or longer. 

(64) 	 Shall not be reestablished after damage or destruction of the estimated expense of 
reconstruction exceeds 50% of the appraised replacement cost as determined by 
the Building Inspector. 

PAGE 13 




§ 220-76. Waste receptacles. 

A space for the location of waste receptacles shall be provided for each business, office, 
multiple-family or industrial use. A space for waste receptacles shall be provided whether or not 
their use is intended and shall be located on-site, unless the property owner has legal access to a 
waste receptacle that is located in the same block, in reasonably close proximity to the subject 
property. Waste receptacles and enclosures may be permitted as an accessory use to any use 
except one AND TWO family residential. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article XX of this 
chapter, which are hereby declared inapplicable to 'Naste receptacles, All waste receptacles, 
including those that e)tisted prior to the effective date of this chapter, shall comply with the 
provisions of § 220-64, Accessory buildings, structures and uses, and the following conditions 
shall apply: 

A. 	 Waste receptacles must be clearly accessible to servicing vehicles. 

B. 	 A concrete pad, at least two feet greater than the dimension of the waste receptacle on all 
sides, shall be provided. 

C. 	 Waste receptacles shall be screened on all sides. Such screening shall be constructed of 
an earth mound, brick or decorative concrete block material with a minimum height of 
six feet or one foot above the height of the enclosed dumpster, whichever is greater. 
Access gates must provide screening and may be of wood construction. 

D. 	 ALL WASTE RECEPTACLE ENCLOSURES SHALL HAVE A PEDESTRIAN 
ENTRANCE THAT IS SEPARATE FROM THE VEHICLE ACCESS GATES . 

.g E. 	 Waste receptacles and their screening enclosures shall be located as far from single
family residential districts as practical. 

F. 	 WASTE RECEPTACLES AND THEIR SCREENING ENCLOSURES SHALL BE 
LOCA TED IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO MINIMIZE IMP ACTS ON ADJACENT 
PROPERTIES BY NOT OBSTRUCTING OR IMPEDING VIEWS FROM 
WINDOWS, DOORWAYS, OR OUTDOOR GATHERING AREAS. 

g G. 	 The location of waste receptacles shall be indicated on the site plans and the 
location and screening shall be subject to approval of the ZQning Administrator, or of the 
Planning Commission when the Planning Commission reviews the site plan. 

F H. 	 Detail drawings or a note shall be provided on the plan to assure that the above 
requirements are met. 



Amend Section 220-70. Exterior lighting. 

A. 	 All outdoor lighting in all ase districts ased to illaminate the general area of a speoifio 
site-shall be shielded to reduce glare and shall be so arranged as to reflect lights away 
from all adjacent residential districts or adjacent residences PROPERTIES. 

B. 	 All outdoor lighting in all ase districts shall be directed toward and confined to the 
ground area of lawns or parking lots. 

C. 	 All lighting of nonresidential ases for the external illumination of buildings, so as to 
feature said buildings, shall be placed and shielded so as not to interfere with the vision 
of persons on adjacent higlP.vays STREETS or adjacent property PROPERTIES. 

D. 	 All illumination of signs and any other outdoor features shall not be of a flashing, 
moving, or intermittent type. Artificial light shall be maintained stationary and constant 
in intensity and color at all times when in use. 

E. 	 Parking lot lighting shall not exceed an intensity of five footcandles, nor shall it be less 
than 1.5 footcandles. 

F. 	 Exterior lighting shall in no way imitate directional or traffic lighting. 

G. 	 LIGHT FIXTURES SHALL NOT EXCEED THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT LIMITATION OF 
THE DISTRICT IN WHICH THEY ARE LOCATED. IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, LIGHT 
FIXTURES SHALL NOT EXCEED A HEIGHT OF TWENTY-FIVE (25) FEET ABOVE 
GRADE. FIXTURE HEIGHT SHALL BE MEASURED FROM THE GRADE OF THE 
ILLUMINATED SURF ACE TO THE TOP OF THE FIXTURE. 



Amend Section 220-63, Storage of recreational equipment, trailers or vehicles, as follows: 

The storage of any recreational equipment, trailers or vehicles in any residential district shall be 
subject to the following: 

A. 	 Such recreational equipment, trailers or vehicles must be owned by the resident of the 
dwelling. 

B. 	 All recreational vehicles parked or stored in a residential area shall not be connected to 
sanitary facilities, shall not be occupied, and shall be locked at all times. 

C. 	 The parking of one beat RECREATIONAL VEHICLE, NOT EXCEEDING EIGHT (8) 
FEET IN HEIGHT, EIGHT (8) FEET IN WIDTH OR TWENTY (20) FEET IN LENGTH in 
residential driveways from May 1 to October 1 is permitted. 

D. 	 No more than two 'remcles or units shall be stored on a zoning lot 6*cept that in no 
instance shall storage of such occupy more than 10% of a rear yard. EXCEPT AS 
OTHERWISE PERMITTED UNDER THIS SECTION, ALL RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES MUST BE STORED IN A COMPLETELY ENCLOSED STRUCTURE. 

E. 	 Storage may be permitted in a rear yard only and subject further to the applicable 
provisions of § 220 94, Accessory buildings, structures and uses. FOR PURPOSES OF 
THIS SECTION, "STORAGE" SHALL MEAN THE PARKING OF A 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE ON A PARCEL OF LAND FOR MORE THAN 72 
HOURS DURING ANY 7-DA Y PERIOD. 



MEMO 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Planning Commission 

Susan Stachowiak 
Zoning Administrator 

July 6, 2012 

Ordinance Violations - June, 2012 

Jack Thomann 
634 Jenne Street 

Vicar, LLC 
1035 Charlevoix Drive 

Marvin Burk 
718 Spring Street 

Steven & Rustie Gabriel 
926 Candela Lane 

Rick Bensinger 
924 Candela Lane 

Dart Bank 
Vacant- Charlevoix Drive 

Joseph Harris 
701 Pleasant Street 

Catherine McFee 
321 E. South Street 

Imperial Mobile Homes 
715 N. Clinton Street 

Cailee & Jeremy Sanchez 
609 Liberty Street 

Andrew & Jessica Boyd 
811 W. Main Street 

G.L. Ravines 
855 W. Jefferson Street 

Beatrice Doxie 
708 Green Street 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation ofOrd. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation ofOrd. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation ofOrd. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Noxious Weeds- Poison Ivy 

Violation of Ord. 124-8 
Tall Grass/Weeds 

Owner has complied 

Owner has complied 

Owner still has time 
to comply 

Owner still has time 
to comply 

Owner still has time 
to comply 

Owner has complied 

Mowed by City 

Owner has complied 

Owner has complied 

Mowed by City 

Owner has complied 

Owner has complied 

Mowed by City 
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Linda Bowser 
227 E. Lincoln Street 

Laura Simons Trust 
1101 Tulip Street 

James Baker 
301 E. Lincoln Street 

Wells Fargo Bank 
310 Lampson Street 

Murle & Jeanne McNutt 
119 W. Lincoln Street 

Matt McGill 
117 Edwards Street 

Gaylord & Margaret Whitney 
318 Green Street 

Sara Perry 
608 Pleasant Street 

Glen Edwards 
965 Booth Street 

Greg Buzas 
125 Oakwood Street 

1sl Nat'l Acceptance Co. 
825 Jones Street 

Susan Bacigal 
511 Park Street 

Danny & Martha Brunette 
438 Union Street 

Salil Dua 
530 E. Saginaw Hwy. 

Brody McClellen 
715 Park Street 

Fed. Home Loan Mortgage 
960 DeGroff Street 

Violation of Ord. 220-57 
Front Yard Parking 

Violation of Ord. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation ofOrd. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation of Ord. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation of Ord. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation of Ord. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation ofOrd. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation of Ord. 220-57 
Junk Vehicle 

Violation of Ord. 124-3 
Unlawful Accumulation of Junk 

Violation of Ord. 220-57 
Parking on lawn 

Violation of Ord. 220-57 
Parking on lawn 

Violation of Ord. 198-1 
Dead Tree 

Violation of Ord. 220-67 
Illegal Fence 

Violation of Ord. 220-78 
Temporary Signs 

Violation of Ord. 178-4 
Bushes obstructing vision 

Violation of Ord. 178-4 
Bushes overhanging sidewalk 

Owner still has time 
to comply 

Owner still has time 
to comply 

Owner has complied 

Owner has complied 

Owner has complied 

Owner is complying 

Will be removed by city 

Owner has complied 

Owner has contacted 
me and is complying 

Owner has complied 

Owner still has time 
to comply 

Owner is complying 

Owner has complied 

Owner has complied 

Owner is complying 

Owner still has time 
to comply 
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Keith Rugg 
308 Union Street 

David Meredith 
109 E. Lincoln Street 

Aaron & Andrea De La Ossa 
1201 DeGroff Street 

Violation of Ord. 220-79 
5 dogs on property 

Violation of Ord. 220-13 
Illegal Home Occupation 

Violation of Ord. 220-67 
Illegal Fence 

Owner has not complied 
Final notice has been sent 

Owner is complying 

Owner is complying 




