City of Grand Ledge

Planning Commission Meeting
Minutes from Meeting Held on
Thursday, May 3, 2012

Chairman Mike Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Attendance: Mike Stevens, Ann Lawrence, Bob Doty, Bill Kane, Ron Graber, Steve Willobee,
Jamie Malecki, Todd Gute and City Council Representative Jon Bonofiglio. Absent: Steve

Baribeau. Also present: Zoning Administrator Sue Stachowiak.

Pledge of Allegiance - Mr. Willobee led those present in the pledge of allegiance.

Approval of the Agenda - Mr. Doty made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Gute seconded
the motion. Motion carried 8 - 0.

Approval of the Minutes - Mr. Gute made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular
meeting held on April 12, 2012. Ms. Lawrence seconded the motion. Motion carried 8 - 0.

Notice of Agenda Items Conflicts - None

Business from the Floor - None

New Business

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS - CHILD CARE CENTERS IN THE CBD
DISTRICT

Ms. Stachowiak stated that the proposed ordinance is based in large part on the requirements for
child care centers in other zoning districts throughout the city but that she tweaked it to fit the CBD
district. She said that the first issue is whether to require designated off-street loading space for the
drop off/pick up of children.

The Commission decided that there should be a safe location for pick up and drop off of children and
that it should be in a location where there is an unobstructed path to the building entrance.

Ms. Stachowiak said that the second issue is fencing. She asked if the Commission feels that the
required fence should be 5 feet or higher and whether it should be a screen fence. There was
discussion on both issues and was decided to postpone this matter in order to seek input from the
Downtown Development Authority.

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS - OFF STREET LOADING AND UNLOADING

Ms. Stachowiak stated that the only change she made since last month’s meeting was the allowable
time for loading/unloading on parcels of land adjacent to residential areas from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. which is consistent with the general noise ordinance in the City.
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Mr. Gute made a motion, seconded by Mr. Graber to set the Waste Receptacle ordinance
amendments for a public hearing. Motion carried 8 - 0.

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS - SIGNS

Ms. Stachowiak reviewed the changes to the signs ordinance.

1.
2.

Added a definition of an Electronic Sign.
Projecting Sign definition was refined. Ordinances from other communities were

reviewed to come up with appropriate language.

3.

Deleted the definitions of a Swinging Sign.

The Commission decided to add definitions of a Banner Sign and a Sandwich
Sign and to place the definitions in alphabetical order.

Added in a section on electronic message boards using language from other
communities.

The Commission decided to go with 6 seconds for the amount of time that a
message must remain stationary since it is the industry standard. The
Commission also decided to define and regulate the older style “flip” billboard
signs.

Changed the allowable size of wall signs in the CBD from 30 to 32 square feet.

Deleted the sliding scale and replaced it with a set standard for ground signs in the
CBD district.

Deleted the Section on the amount of storefront windows that can be covered.
Provide regulations for temporary banners in the CBD district.
Removed the requirement for liability insurance for sandwich signs.

The Commission agreed to eliminate the requirement for a permit to display
sandwich signs.

The Commission decided to seek input from the DDA on this ordinance.

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS WASTE RECEPTACLES




Planning Commission Minutes
May 3, 2012
Page 3

Ms. Stachowiak stated that that this is the Commission’s first look at the proposed ordinance changes
to the waste receptacle section. She said that one of the proposed changes is to require that the
enclosure include a pedestrian entrance. She also said that items E & F were deleted due to
redundancy and that the statement in the first paragraph requiring that all existing dumpsters be
brought into compliance with the current requirements was also deleted since the Council decided a
few years ago not to enforce this section.

The Commission decided to leave paragraphs E & F in the ordinance. It was also suggested that an
item be added to the site plan section to ensure that no dumpsters will obstruct any windows, doors,
decks, etc. on an adjoining parcel of land. The Commission said that all buildings within 50 feet of
the property lines on an adjoining parcel of land should be shown on a site plan so that any potential
conflicts can be discerned.

OTHER BUSINESS

Review of Violation Report

Ms. Stachowiak reviewed the violation report.

Zoning Administrator’s Report

Ms. Stachowiak indicated there will be a new site plan coming in within the next 2 weeks for a
rebuild of an existing fast food restaurant in the City. She said that it will likely be on the next
Planning Commission agenda for review and approval.

Zoning Board of Appeals Representative’s Report

Mr. Graber suggested putting a notice in the newspaper letting people know that permits are required
for certain work and what is required in terms of property maintenance in the City.

Ms. Stachowiak stated that she will look into getting this done.

Council'Representative’s Report

Council Member Bonofiglio thanked the Commission for their hard work.

Mayor’s Comments - None

Comments from Commissioners

Mr. Doty reported on the joint meeting of the Park & Recreation Commission, Planning Commission

and DDA members. He said that there were a lot of items discussed. The trees downtown are
replaced when needed but there are no plans to replace them all at this time.
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There were several ideas talked about such as a covered farmers market with public restrooms,
skating rink, skate park, band shell, smart phone apps on signs, signage along the riverwalk, City
Hall, kayaking on the river, public restrooms, etc. He said that the biggest problem is lack of money.
Mr. Doty said that the next meeting is on June 20" and the Committee will come up with criteria to
determine what the priorities are in terms of what will come first, second, etc.

Mr. Stevens raised a concern about the connection of the new non-motorized pathway to the
riverwalk. He said that there may be a component missing on the final connection.

Mr. Kane reported on the MDOT meeting. He said that there was general discussion but no formal
presentation. The conduit for future lighting is in the plans but the funding has not been secured.

The Commission requested that Mr. Bonofiglio look into this issue and report back.

Mr. Gute reported that there is a public meeting at Greenwood School on Monday, May 7™ at 7:30
p.m.

Chairman’s Report - None

The Commission agreed to hear from Mr. Jason Dziewiatkowski, 158 Corner Line Street, Portland,
MI. He said that apologizes for being late but wanted to check in to see what progress is being made
to allow child care centers in the downtown.

Mr. Stevens stated that the Commission is in the process of reviewing ordinance language and
considering whether to amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow child care centers in the Central
Business District. He said that the process will take several months.

Adjournment

Ms. Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Ms. Malecki to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. Motion
carried 8 to 0.

Submitted By:

Amee King Ann Lawrence, Secretary
Assistant City Administrator Planning Commissioner



