
www.glcomets.netwww.glcomets.net

Connecting Home, School and Community . . .

Spring 2016



Grand Ledge City Council
Mayor Kalmin Smith, Mayor Pro Tem Keith Mulder,
Council Members: Don Willems, Thom Sowle, Rick 

Lantz, Jamie Malecki, Sue Roberts (former member)

Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2149
     Adam Smith, City Administrator
     Amee King, Assistant City Administrator

Airport  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-9557
     Grand Air Aviation

Assessing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323-8520
     Brian Thelen, Assessor

Building Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 622-4756
     Scott Weaver, Building Official

Finance Department  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-7922
     Cheryl Grice, City Treasurer/Finance Director

Clerk Department / Cemetery . . . . . . . 622-7920
     Gregory Newman, City Clerk

Economic Development . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2149
     Adam Smith, City Administrator

Police Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2115
     Martin Underhill, Chief

Public Service / Parks & Recreation . . . 627-2144
     Larry LaHaie, Director
     Chad Brunton, Street Supervisor
     Doug Waldrop, WWTP Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . 627-5744

Utilities Department  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2144
     Larry LaHaie, Director
     Shawn VanSteeland, Billing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2149
     After Hours Emergencies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 483-7236

Zoning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 622-7928
     Sue Stachowiak, Zoning Administrator

www.grand-ledge.com
email questions to cityhall@grand-ledge.com

Public Information:  Comcast Channel 12

Naturally Grand . . . the City of Grand Ledge formally adopted 
the 2016 & 2017 City Council Priorities and continues on track 
towards enhancing its 21st Century Community significance. The 

City’s top (“Tier 1”) priorities include a 10-Year Street Improvement Plan, 
revision of the now 53 year old City Charter, reconstruction of E. River 
Street, planning for future growth of the community, and economic ad-
vancement across industrial, commercial, and residential sectors.

In light of the current water crisis in Flint, the City has been testing water 
above and beyond state and federal requirements. It is important for our 
citizens to be aware of the continuous and careful measures taken by the 
City through its Department of Public Services (DPS) to ensure our water 
is clean and safe. On February 3, 2016, DPS initiated a voluntary test-
ing of city water sources and received, “Not Detected”, meaning lead levels 
were well below one parts per billion. While lead has not been detected 
in the City’s source water, there have been past instances where lead was 
detected through testing high risk customer taps. The City is responsible 
for supplying high-quality, safe drinking water but cannot control the variety 
of materials used in plumbing components for individual property owners. 
Please visit our website or call DPS at 627-2144 for additional informa-
tion. We will continue dedicated practices that follow federal and state 
requirements to deliver safe, high-quality drinking water to everyone in 
our community.

At the general election on August 2, 2016, the proposition to be voted 
on will ask, “Shall there be a general revision of the Grand Ledge City 
Charter?  Yes or No.” Please visit the City’s website (grand-ledge.com) 
for City Charter Revision information, including; frequently asked 
questions, an estimated timeline, and next steps.

As construction season begins, please excuse the temporary inconvenience 
of reconstruction on E. River St./Franklin St./Russell St, Jenne St. “Phase 
II” from Edwards to Saginaw Hwy, resurfacing of several residential streets, 
maintenance of many sidewalks, and the final phase to replace street signs.

Industrial: Please join me in welcoming, Capitol Bedding, to the 
community, a manufacturer of quality mattresses since 1946. Capitol 
Bedding provides products for some of the finest retailers and hotels 
all across the State, including Mackinac’s Grand Hotel. New construc-
tion will begin on the 38,000+ sq. ft. facility this spring. Additionally, 
the City has available over 100 acres for light industrial development 
with convenient access via rail, air, and the interstate, appealing for 
business expansions, relocation, and supplier companies. Commercial: 
Effective January 2016, boutique hotels and bed & breakfast establish-
ments are a permitted use downtown thanks to a unanimously approved 
zoning ordinance amendment. Residential: An approved preliminary 
plat for Fieldstone Farms (No. 5) will provide for 12 additional home 
building lots on the southwest edge of the City. 

With heartrending stories across the state and country overshadowing our 
daily lives, I am proud to be part of a strong community that values the 
relationships between law enforcement, schools, churches, first responders, 
business owners, residents, and visitors. The City’s commitment to quality 
relationships for the betterment of our community is unconditional.

Enjoy your day.

[Signature]

Adam R. Smith, City Administrator
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Light Industrial Land 
Available
The Willis Industrial Park has over 
100 acres of buildable land zoned 
for Light Industrial businesses look-
ing to start up or relocate to the City 
of Grand Ledge. With access to in-
dustrial-grade water, sewer, electric, 
gas, and internet service, Willis In-
dustrial Park provides superior space 
for 21st Century businesses. 

For more information visit: www.
grand-ledge.com/BusinessIndustry
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Dates to Remember

My name is Jill Fewer and I am the Grand Ledge Police Department’s new Youth 
Liaison Officer. As the Grand Ledge Youth Liaison Officer I do a lot of things. I 

answer calls like any other uniformed officer, but I also work as a resource for youth in 
Grand Ledge. Part of that involves making the rounds in K-8 classrooms to meet the 
students, help with fire drills, stop by for lunch, and many other activities. Like our 
school resource officer in the high school, I do this to help students feel more comfortable 
around police officers. By doing that, we hope that if a students is ever in danger or needs 
assistance they will be comfortable contacting a police officer.

 
Another part of my job is to be a youth probation officer. To do that, I team up with probate and parole officials to identify 
and track repeat offenders under the age of 21 residing in Grand Ledge. Then I contact those offenders and work as a 
resource to help them be successful in completing their probation. Youth Liaison Officers are also specially trained in 
presenting law enforcement related classes. My specialty is classes for K-8 students. Those classes can cover anything from 
personal safety, to cyber bullying, to what is the difference between a rule and a Law. (It can really get busy).
 
When I am not on duty I am also a mother, a wife, a sister, a daughter, and a friend. I spend my days off parenting 

my 20-month old son, Dekklin and helping my husband, Richard run our roofing company. It isn’t uncommon to see me in downtown 
Grand Ledge on my days off, eating at one our great restaurants or taking a stroll on the Riverwalk. If you see me be sure and say, “Hi”.                                    
 
Additionally, in partnership with the Grand Ledge Public Schools we will be enhancing the safety of primary walking routes to be 
utilized by children on their way to and from school. With increased pedestrian signage, pavement makings, and designated route 
maps, this collaborative effort will increase the safety of school-aged children in our community.

Allocation of Grand Ledge Taxes 
for Every $1.00 Paid

City and School Collaboration 
Enhances Spring & 
Summer Activities
Signing up for all youth and adult 
recreation activities is made easier 
through the Grand Ledge Public 
Schools, Athletic Department. Visit 
www.glathletics.com for a full list 
of spring and summer recreation 
activities including baseball, t-ball, 
softball, soccer, swimming, and 
much more. 

Eaton County Parks
Eaton County Parks 
and Recreation will 
once again offer unique 
summer programming 
for kids at Lincoln 
Brick Park, located on 
the north side of Grand Ledge. Check the website for updates 
on the full list of summer activities. In the meantime, be sure 
to take advantage of a wide variety of activities for all ages, such 
as guided nature walks, observing stars, annual bridge walk, car 
show and much more. Visit www.eatoncountyparks.org, or 
call 517-627-7351 for more information.

www.grand-ledge.comwww.grand-ledge.com8

City of Grand Ledge



Grand Ledge Area District Library News

Drinking Water Quality Update 
The City of Grand Ledge, with 47 miles of water mains, has maintained annual compli-
ance with the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Safe Drinking Water Act. On 
February 3, 2016 DPS initiated a voluntary testing of the City’s two drinking water sources 
and received “Not Detected” for the results reflecting lead levels below 1 parts per billion 
(ppb), well under the United States Federal Action Level of 15 ppb. See Fig. 1 for an exam-
ple of where ground 
water is pulled and 
tested before it travels 
into the public water 
main. For sampling 
data and additional 
information on the 
City’s water quality, 
please visit www.
grand-ledge.com to 
read the most recent 
Water Quality Report 
or stop by City Hall, Mon. – Fri., 8:00am-5:00pm, for a printed copy.

Homes built before 1986 or homes that had plumbing work done prior to 1986 may 
have lead in components of pipes or fittings, see Fig. 2. 

For homeowners with questions about the quality of water in their home, the City 
recommends the following resources:

•  The Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791 or at
    http://www.epa.gov/your-drinking-water/safe-drinking-water-hotline
•  MDEQ Drinking Water Laboratory, www.michigan.gov/deq or 517-335-8184       
    to request a sample bottle and instructions 

The most common threat of lead exposure still remains in the residual lead-based 
paint that was used in many homes built prior to 1978, the year lead paint was 
banned. If you are concerned about the possibility of lead-based paint in your home, 
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention provides additional information and 
testing resources at http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips.htm. 

The City of Grand Ledge will continue dedicated practices that follow federal 
and state requirements to deliver safe, high-quality drinking water to everyone in 
our community. If you have concerns, questions, or comments about the quality 
of the water in Grand Ledge, please contact our Public Services Department at 
517-627-2144 and visit the City’s website for updates, www.grand-ledge.com.
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