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Together we create, "A Community Committed to Excellence"



Grand Ledge City Council
Front row: Jamie Malecki, 

Mayor Kalmin Smith, Don Willems   
Back row: Mayor Pro Tem Keith Mulder, 

Tom Jancek, Thom Sowle, Rick Lantz,

Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2149
     Adam Smith, City Administrator
     Amee King, Assistant City Administrator

Airport  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-9557
     Grand Air Aviation

Assessing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323-8520
     Brian Thelen, Assessor

Building Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 622-4756
     Scott Weaver, Building Official

Finance Department  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2149
     Cheryl Grice, Finance Director / City Treasurer

Clerk Department / Cemetery . . . . . . . 622-7920
     Gregory Newman, City Clerk

Economic Development . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2149
     Adam Smith, City Administrator

Police Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627-2115
     Martin Underhill, Chief

Public Service / Parks & Recreation . . . 627-2144
     Larry LaHaie, Director
     Kurt Ristow, Utilities Supervisor
     Vacant, Public Works Supervisor
     Dave Gutchess Acting WWTP Supervisor . . . . . 627-5744
Zoning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 622-7928
     Sue Stachowiak, Zoning Administrator

www.cityofgrandledge.com
email questions to:

 cityhall@cityofgrandledge.com

Public Information: Comcast Channel 12

Naturally Grand . . . the City of Grand Ledge is making significant 
advancement on its 2016 & 2017 City Council Priorities and 

continues to enhance its 21st Century Community significance.
• Phase I of E River St. and Russell St. reconstruction is complete; Phase 

II of E River St. and Franklin St. reconstruction, as well as the improved 
Jaycee boat launch enhancement are underway

• Phase II of Jenne St. reconstruction is underway and will continue during 
fall school months – Edwards St. to S. Clinton will function as the detour 
route; Several miles of local streets are slated to be resurfaced by the end 
of November; Jones St. along Holbrook Early Childhood Center is being 
engineered for reconstruction in the spring

• Nearly 300 citizens participated in the 2016 parks and recreation survey 
with overwhelming support of the City’s recent collaboration with 
Grand Ledge Public Schools and Eaton County

• Our GLPS Community Recreation partnership offered new programs 
this year and resulted in a significant increase in participation with nearly 
1,400 kids playing already this year

• A professional utility rate study was completed and resulted in the increase 
of water/sewer rates accordingly; although rate increases are never popular, 
please note that a resident is provided 200 gallons of safe drinking water to 
their home in the City for $1.00

• Grand Ledge was ranked 8th in the 2016 Safest Cities in Michigan 
• Grand Ledge Chamber of Commerce’s office was welcomed to Room 

B-103 in City Hall
• Voters supported on a City Charter Revision and the election of a Charter 

Commission August 2nd 
I hope you find these highlights to be well representative of our continuous 
efforts to build a better community. Thank you for all that you do to make 
Grand Ledge great!
Enjoy your day. 

Adam R. Smith, City Administrator
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GrandAir Aviation, 
Inc. and the 
E x p e r i m e n t a l 
Aircraft Association 
(EAA) Chapter 
1060 have started 
a group for high 
school students in 
the greater Lansing 
area interested in the 
world of flying. The 
Aviation Explorers 
Post 1060 was 
created to expose 
students to aviation 
by learning about 
flying, maintenance, 
air traffic control, 
different types of aircraft, and various aviation jobs. Contact GrandAir 
Aviation for more information.
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Dates to Remember

The 2016-2017 school year will see the addition of dedicated safe routes to school for children who walk and 
bike to Beagle Elementary, Neff Kindergarten, Grand Ledge High School, and St. Michael Parish School. 
The City of Grand Ledge strives to be a community where children and adults can safely walk and bicycle 
as a part of their daily routines. Providing safe routes for children who walk or bicycle to school is a strong 
priority.
With an opportunity to improve the pedestrian routes used to access various schools concentrated on the 
City’s southwest side, the Grand Ledge Police Department began a study of the student pedestrian traffic 
patterns. Last spring, a team of officers observed students riding and walking to and from school to identify 
main routes and secondary roadways that served as feeders to those routes. From there, the main pedestrian 
routes were analyzed to note safety issues, such as vision obstructions and worn or missing crosswalks.
The City’s Public Service Department used this information to plan for the installation of new signage, curb 
cuts, and pavement markings at 14 locations. This work is scheduled for completion at the end of August. 
In addition, the City will provide a map of commonly used routes to schools in this area with indicators 
of relevant crosswalks, signs, and curb cuts. The map will be distributed by the schools and will also be 
available on the City website (www.cityofgrandledge.com) as well as the school’s website (glcomets.net).
Another consideration for all students and residents is the temporary closure of Jenne Street, from Edwards 
Street to M-43/Saginaw Hwy, for reconstruction. The construction on this project started on July 18 and is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of September. Pedestrians and drivers will have to make allowances 
for the increased traffic on Edwards and on Jenne during this time. Stay safe!
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Grand Ledge Area District Library News

Total street reconstruction that included sanitary sewer and water main replacement 
with drainage improvements designed to resolve long-standing problems at 
the Opera House. A new curb and sidewalk, additional on-street parking, and 
reconstruction of the street was completed.

With Phase 1 completed in 2015, Phase 2 is the reconstruction of Jenne Street 
between Edwards Street and M-43. This will include replacement of the existing 
sanitary sewer, storm sewer, curb, driveway approaches, and sidewalk on both sides 
of the street. At the Jenne/M-43 intersection, a signaled pedestrian crossing and 
500 feet of sidewalk along the south side of that intersection will be installed to ease 
the crossing of M-43 for students on their way to school.

Phase 2 of East River Street will start at the Russell Street intersection, where 
Phase 1 ended, continue the entire length of East River, including the 200 block 
of Franklin Street, up to the intersection with East Jefferson Street. Work will 
include replacement of water, sanitary, and storm lines, new curb, sidewalk, total 
reconstruction of the streets, and a large number of additional parking spaces.

Reconstruction of a boat launch facility at Jaycee Park to provide improved access to 
the Grand River for recreational boats, canoes, and kayaks. It will include a 96-foot 
long concrete ramp, 30-foot pier, and paved turnaround.

Repaving of approximately 3.75 miles on sections of 16 different streets that have 
been built in the last 20 years, require no underground improvements, are in 
sound structural condition, and where maintenance now will extend the life of the 
roadway.
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From the School Board President

Let’s make political season safe for kids
How great to see our school buildings and grounds buzzing with 
preparations for another season of learning. While families re-stock 
backpacks and closets, our teachers and support staff are hard at work 
planning lessons and creating safe and inviting learning spaces. 

One kind of safety we commit to at Grand Ledge Public Schools is the freedom to 
share thoughts and ideas. Creating safe spaces can become challenging in the middle 
of a contentious campaign season. I know many Americans are already disappointed 
with the rude and bullying tone of this year’s national election. 

This time of year, we all have an opportunity to teach young people the art of civil 
discourse. How can we do that? Here are a few ideas based on what our student debate 
teams learn: 

1. Listen to learn – This takes patience and a true curiosity about the other 
person’s point of view as they put ideas into their own words. This invaluable 
life skill will promote empathy and understanding—even when people 
disagree. 

2. Be willing to be wrong  – This opens us to new ideas or information we might 
not have heard. It also helps us keep our facts accurate and our arguments 
valid.

3. Respect differing views  –  Children can learn how to challenge people’s 
views without attacking the person. We can model ways to disagree 
with intelligence, humor, and thought for how our words and actions affect 
others.

Those are the values that guide Grand Ledge Public Schools’ policies and protocols for 
everyone—from the smallest preschooler to the leaders in the board room. 

This fall, let’s all buck the political trend and model civil dialogue among engaged 
citizens. And of course, don’t forget to vote on November 8!

Linda Wacyk, President
Grand Ledge Board of Education


