
GRAND LEDGE CITY COUNCIL 
310 GREENWOOD ST. 

GRAND LEDGE MI 48837 
(517) 627-2149 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, 11 JANUARY 2016 

7:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

310 GREENWOOD ST. 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL – Mayor Kalmin Smith; Mayor Pro-Tem Keith Mulder; and Council members Rick Lantz, Jamie 
Malecki, Sue Roberts, Thom Sowle, and Don Willems 

OTHERS PRESENT – Adam Smith, City Administrator; Gregory Newman, City Clerk; Martin Underhill, Chief of Police; 
Amee King, Assistant City Administrator; Chad Brunton, Street Supervisor; Kurt Ristow, Utilities Supervisor; 

 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Smith led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

Shirlee Bobryk, Eaton County District Court Judge candidate, introduced herself. 
 
Joseph Frazier, Fairview Adult Foster Care, presented updated interest rate information for his request. 

 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Motion (from staff) – To approve the Monday, 11 January 2016 City Council consent agenda, as follows: 
 

i. Financial transactions and bills. 
 

ii. Monday, 14 December 2015 regular City Council minutes. 
 

iii. Resolution #01 of 2016 – To approve an ICMA Retirement Corporation Governmental Money Purchase Plan and 
Trust Adoption Agreement. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 11 JANUARY 2016 CITY COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 

V. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Motion – To approve the Monday, 11 January 2016 regular City Council agenda. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 11 JANUARY 2016 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

VI. COMMITTEE AND BOARD REPORTS 
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VII. STAFF REPORTS 
 
Administrator’s Office 
 
Amee King, Assistant City Administrator, reported on new employees, Abrams Municipal Airport reporting, the Fortino’s 

canopy removal, and City Hall building maintenance. 
 

Clerk’s Department 
 

Gregory Newman, City Clerk, reported on the Tuesday, 08 March 2016, Presidential Primary, information technology system 
changes, and a City facility use policy. 
 

Finance Department - Revenue / Expenditure Report 
 

Cheryl Grice, Finance Director / Treasurer, reported on transferring responsibilities from Charles Remenar, Finance 
Director / Treasurer. 
 

Police Department 
 

Martin Underhill, Chief of Police, reported on an uneventful holiday, staffing changes, delivery of the new vehicle and the 
need for additional new vehicles, and a K-9 presentation at the Monday, 25 January 2016 City Council meeting. 
 

Department of Public Services 
 

Chad Brunton, Street Supervisor, reported on holiday season road maintenance and additional sidewalk clearing due to 
availability of crews. 

 
Kurt Ristow, Utilities Supervisor, reported on Saginaw Hwy. elevated tower maintenance and Oakwood Cemetery winter 

staffing. 
 

Assessing Department 
 

Adam Smith, City Administrator, reported on Tax Tribunal and Board of Review matters. 
 

Planning and Zoning Department 
 

 
Building Department 
 
 

A. Motion – To receive and place on file the December 2015 staff reports. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER SOWLE SECONDED, TO RECEIVE AND PLACE 
ON FILE THE DECEMBER 2015 STAFF REPORTS.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Public Hearing – On an ordinance amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 220, Zoning, Article X, CBD: Central 
Business District, §220-36, Uses Permitted Subject to Special Conditions., to add new subsection F to allow overnight 
lodging and G to regulate accessory structures. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, mentioned the Planning Commission recommendation to strike F(4), 
 
MAYOR SMITH OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE X, CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES 
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PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT 
LODGING AND G TO REGULATE ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, AT 8:01 P.M. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MAYOR SMITH CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE X, CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES 
PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT 
LODGING AND G TO REGULATE ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, AT 8:01 P.M. 
 

B. Ordinance #556 – Amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 220, Zoning, Article X, CBD: Central Business District, 
§220-36, Uses Permitted Subject to Special Conditions., to add new subsection F to allow overnight lodging and G to 
regulate accessory structures. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
ORDINANCE #556, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE X, 
CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO 
ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT LODGING AND G TO REGULATE ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, mentioned the Planning Commission recommendation to strike F(4). 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO AMEND 
ORDINANCE #556, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE X, 
CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO 
ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT LODGING AND G TO REGULATE ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES, BY STRIKING F(4).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The City Council debated the wording of G(6). 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS SECONDED, TO AMEND 
ORDINANCE #556, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE X, 
CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO 
ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT LODGING AND G TO REGULATE ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES, BY STRIKING “UNLESS THEY ARE INTENDED TO BE USED FOR HUMAN OCCUPANCY” 
FROM G(6). 
 
The City Council debated the wording of G(6), the variance options for property owners. 
 
MOTION TO AMEND ORDINANCE #556, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, 
ZONING, ARTICLE X, CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT LODGING AND G TO 
REGULATE ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, BY STRIKING “UNLESS THEY ARE INTENDED TO BE USED FOR 
HUMAN OCCUPANCY” FROM G(6), CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #556, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, 
ZONING, ARTICLE X, CBD: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, §220-36, USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS., TO ADD NEW SUBSECTION F TO ALLOW OVERNIGHT LODGING AND G TO 
REGULATE ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, AS AMENDED STRIKING F(4) AND AS AMENDED BY STRIKING 
“UNLESS THEY ARE INTENDED TO BE USED FOR HUMAN OCCUPANCY” FROM G(6), CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Resolution #02 of 2016 – To propose a general revision of the City Charter. 
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COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#02 OF 2016, TO PROPOSE A GENERAL REVISION OF THE CITY CHARTER. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the initial step to revise the City Charter. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #02 OF 2016, TO PROPOSE A GENERAL REVISION OF THE CITY 
CHARTER, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Resolution #03 of 2016 – To call for the election of a Charter Commission. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#03 OF 2016, TO CALL FOR THE ELECTION OF A CHARTER COMMISSION. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the second step to revise the City Charter, and mentioned the resolution sets no 

compensation for the Charter Commission and allocates $10,000 for the Charter Commission. 
 
The City Council debated the possibility of less than nine candidates filing petitions for the Charter Commission. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #03 OF 2016, TO CALL FOR THE ELECTION OF A CHARTER 
COMMISSION, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Motion – To adopt the 2016-2017 City Council Priorities. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT THE 2016-2017 
CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the summary document of 2016-2017 City Council Priorities. 
 
The City Council debated the ability to move priorities and amend the document, and the need to provide the document to 

City boards and commissions. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT THE 2016-2017 CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

D. Motion – To ____________________ the request from Fairview Adult Foster Care regarding the water capital investment 
fee. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the options to collect the fees in full, allow annexation or a 425 agreement, or 

establish a special assessment to collect the fees. 
 
The City Council debated the options to collect the fees in full, allow annexation or a 425 agreement, or establish a special 

assessment to collect the fees, any impact of the water capital investment fee on Fairview Adult Foster Care’s 
construction schedule, the City’s inability to place a lien on the property, and the possibility of referring the request to 
the Public Service and Facilities Committee for review and recommendation. 

 
CONSENSUS OF CITY COUNCIL TO REFER THE REQUEST FROM FAIRVIEW ADULT FOSTER CARE 
REGARDING THE WATER CAPITAL INVESTMENT FEE TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE AND FACILITIES 
COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW OF AND RECOMMENDATION ON A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT. 
 

E. Motion – To ____________________ the request from Logan McAnallen for the use of public right-of-way. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, mentioned the request from Logan McAnallen, reported on the variance granted by the 

Zoning Board of Appeals allowing a six-foot fence, recommended not allowing construction of the fence in the public 
right-of-way, mentioned the proposed license agreement drafted by the requestor, and reported on the recent required 
removal of a structure in the public right-of-way. 
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The City Council debated the Zoning Board of Appeals decided the issue of the six-foot fence, the City Council’s issue of 
placement of the fence in the public right-of-way, the impact of locating the fence in the public right-of-way, and the 
possibility of referring the request to the Public Service Committee for review and recommendation. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED TO REFER THE REQUEST 
FROM LOGAN MCANALLEN FOR THE USE OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE AND 
FACILITIES COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
X. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 
 

XI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Mayor Smith reappointed Cana Garrison and Ryan Humphrey to the Abrams Municipal Airport Advisory Commission for 
terms expiring January 2019, reappointed Dick McKeon to the Board of Review for a term expiring January 2019, 
reappointed Raechel Marks and Chuck Mills to the Parks and Recreation Commission for terms expiring January 2019, 
reappointed William Kane and Eric Morris to the Planning Commission for terms expiring January 2019. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF CANA GARRISON AND RYAN HUMPHREYS TO THE ABRAMS MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION FOR TERMS EXPIRING JANUARY 2019.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF DICK MCKEON TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
JANUARY 2019.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF RAECHEL MARKS AND CHUCK MILLS TO THE PARKS AND 
RECREATION COMMISSION FOR TERMS EXPIRING JANUARY 2019.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF WILLIAM KANE AND ERIC MORRIS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
FOR TERMS EXPIRING JANUARY 2019.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

XII. CLOSED SESSION 
 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADJOURN THE 
MONDAY, 11 JANUARY 2016, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AT 9:04 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
APPROVED 25 JANUARY 2016. 

 Gregory L. Newman, City Clerk 

 Kalmin D. Smith, Mayor  


