
GRAND LEDGE CITY COUNCIL 
310 GREENWOOD ST. 

GRAND LEDGE MI 48837 
(517) 627-2149 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2015 

7:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

310 GREENWOOD ST. 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL – Mayor Kalmin Smith; Mayor Pro-Tem Keith Mulder; and Council members Christina 
Bartholomew, Rick Lantz, Sue Roberts, Thom Sowle, and Don Willems 

OTHERS PRESENT – Adam Smith, City Administrator; Gregory Newman, City Clerk; Larry LaHaie, Public Service Director; 
 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Smith led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Motion (from staff) – To approve the Monday, 26 October 2015 City Council consent agenda, as follows: 
 

i. Financial transactions and bills. 
 

ii. Monday, 12 October 2015 regular City Council minutes. 
 

iii. Wednesday, 12 October 2015 Closed Session minutes. 
 

iv. Job descriptions for Senior Utility Operator. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2015 CITY COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA.  AYES: BARTHOLOMEW, LANTZ, 
MULDER, SMITH, SOWLE, WILLEMS.  NAYS: ROBERTS.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

V. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Motion – To approve the Monday, 26 October 2015 regular City Council agenda. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2015 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

VI. COMMITTEE AND BOARD REPORTS 
 

A. Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
Council member Lantz reported the Parks and Recreation Commission discussed the Jaycee Park Boat Launch project 

property acquisition. 
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VII. STAFF REPORTS 
 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Ordinance #554 (Adoption) – Amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 178, Streets and Sidewalks, Article I, 
Sidewalk Building, Maintenance, and Repair, §178-4, Responsibility for construction, repair, or maintenance, subsection A 
(introduced 28 September 2015, published 04 October 2015, public hearing 12 October 2015). 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
ORDINANCE #554, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 178, STREETS AND 
SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE I, SIDEWALK BUILDING, MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIR, §178-4, RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, OR MAINTENANCE, SUBSECTION A. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the ordinance reflects the City Council Finance and Policy Committee 

recommendation of three inches of accumulation in a twenty-four hour period. 
 
The City Council debated the change to three inches of accumulation. 

 
MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #554, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 178, 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE I, SIDEWALK BUILDING, MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIR, §178-4, 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, OR MAINTENANCE, SUBSECTION A, CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Public Hearing and Ordinance #555 (Adoption) – Amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 220, Zoning, Article 
IV, Zoning Districts, §220-6, Zoning District Map (introduced 12 October 2015, published 18 October 2015). 
 
Susan Stachowiak, Zoning Administrator, explained the ordinance establishes zoning for the Gilbert property recently added 

to the City by a 425 Agreement with Oneida Township and reviewed the parcels included in the ordinance. 
 
MAYOR SMITH OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE IV, ZONING DISTRICTS, §220-6, ZONING DISTRICT MAP, AT 
7:37 P.M. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MAYOR SMITH CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE IV, ZONING DISTRICTS, §220-6, ZONING DISTRICT MAP, AT 
7:37 P.M. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
ORDINANCE #555, AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE IV, 
ZONING DISTRICTS, §220-6, ZONING DISTRICT MAP.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Motion – To receive the Audit of the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2015 place it on file. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER BARTHOLOMEW MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO RECEIVE THE 
AUDIT OF THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2015 PLACE IT ON FILE. 
 
Mark Ketner, Rehman Robson, introduced himself, complimented Chuck Remenar, City Treasurer / Finance Director, on 

the City’s financial records, mentioned the unmodified opinion of the City’s financial records, and reviewed the Audit of 
the Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2015. 
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Adam Smith, City Administrator, mentioned the post-employment benefit deficit. 
 

The City Council debated the post-employment benefit deficit and the Police Department defined benefit plan. 
 

MOTION TO RECEIVE THE AUDIT OF THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2015 PLACE IT ON FILE, 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Resolution #63 of 2015 – To approve and authorize a bid award to Layne Christensen Co. for Well #6 maintenance. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION #63 OF 2015, TO APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE A BID AWARD TO LAYNE CHRISTENSEN CO. 
FOR WELL #6 MAINTENANCE. 
 
Larry LaHaie, Service Director, explained the bids sought and received, recommended Layne Christensen Co. 
 
The City Council debated Well #6 installation and maintenance history, and the installation of a variable frequency drive to 

meet different demand levels. 
 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #63 OF 2015, TO APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE A BID AWARD TO 
LAYNE CHRISTENSEN CO. FOR WELL #6 MAINTENANCE, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Resolution #64 of 2015 – To approve Contract Modification #1 to the contract with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for the Jenne St. Reconstruction Project. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION #64 OF 2015, TO APPROVE CONTRACT MODIFICATION #1 TO THE CONTRACT WITH THE 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE JENNE ST. RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the modification is the first of at least two modifications. 
 
Larry LaHaie, Service Director, explained the modification covers additional quantities for items included in the original bid. 

 
The City Council debated the federal match not covering the modification costs, the reasons the additional quantities were 

not covered in the original bid, the project’s positive impact, and the modification’s cost as a small percentage of the 
overall project cost. 
 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #64 OF 2015, TO APPROVE CONTRACT MODIFICATION #1 TO THE 
CONTRACT WITH THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE JENNE ST. 
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

D. Motion – To schedule a 6:00 p.m., Monday, 07 December 2015, Committee of the Whole for strategic planning. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO SCHEDULE A 6:00 
P.M., MONDAY, 07 DECEMBER 2015, COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the meeting is intended for strategic planning with City staff to develop priorities 

for 2016 and 2017, and to begin the Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2017 budgeting process. 
 
The City Council debated the expected input from City Council. 

 
MOTION TO SCHEDULE A 6:00 P.M., MONDAY, 07 DECEMBER 2015, COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR 
STRATEGIC PLANNING, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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X. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

Robert Doty, 635 Maple St., mentioned the Tuesday, 03 November 2015, Charter Amendment Proposal. 
 
 

XI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Council member Willems mentioned the use of the City Hall gymnasium and community rooms, and the positive impact of 
the City’s non-motorized pathways. 

 
Mayor Smith mentioned the 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. trick-or-treat hours Halloween night. 

 
Council member Sowle mentioned all Grand Ledge Public Schools parking lots will be lit Halloween night. 

 
 

XII. CLOSED SESSION 
 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERTS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADJOURN THE 
MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2015, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AT 8:12 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
APPROVED 09 NOVEMBER 2015. 

 Gregory L. Newman, City Clerk 

 Kalmin D. Smith, Mayor 
 


