
GRAND LEDGE CITY COUNCIL 
310 GREENWOOD ST. 

GRAND LEDGE MI 48837 
(517) 627-2149 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2015 

7:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

310 GREENWOOD ST. 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL – Mayor Kalmin Smith; Mayor Pro-Tem Keith Mulder; and Council members Rick Lantz, Thom 
Sowle, and Don Willems 

– Council members Christina Bartholomew and Sue Roberts were absent 
OTHERS PRESENT – Adam Smith, City Administrator; Gregory Newman, City Clerk; Martin Underhill, Chief of Police; 

Larry LaHaie, Service Director; Amee King, Assistant City Administrator; 
 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Smith led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

Cliff VanDuesen, Grand Ledge Area Emergency Services Authority, presented a proposal to use the Scout Building for 
training prior to its demolition. 

 
Dr. Todd Byrem, NorthStar Cooperative, Inc., introduced himself and NorthStar Cooperative, Inc., and mentioned 

NorthStar Cooperative’s Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate application and the 14 October 2015 open house. 
 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Motion (from staff) – To approve the Monday, 12 October 2015 City Council consent agenda, as follows: 
 

i. Financial transactions and bills. 
 

ii. Monday, 28 September 2015 regular City Council minutes. 
 

iii. Wednesday, 28 September 2015 Closed Session minutes. 
 

iv. Job descriptions for City Finance Director / Treasurer, Assistant to the City Administrator, and Utilities Operator. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2015 CITY COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

V. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Motion – To approve the Monday, 12 October 2015 regular City Council agenda. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2015 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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VI. COMMITTEE AND BOARD REPORTS 
 
 

VII. STAFF REPORTS 
 

Administrator’s Office 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, presented the Audit of the Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2015, 

reported on the Unqualified Opinion, and mentioned the scheduled audit presentation at the Monday, 26 October 2015, 
regular City Council meeting, 

 
Amee King, Assistant City Administrator, reported on Human Resources, Abrams Municipal Airport, Downtown 

Development Authority, and building management activities. 
 

Clerk’s Department 
 
Gregory Newman, City Clerk, reported on the Tuesday, 03 November 2015 election. 

 
Police Department 
 
Martin Underhill, Chief of Police, reported on Grand Ledge Police Department activities. 
 
Department of Public Services 
 
Larry LaHaie, Service Director, reported on water, wastewater treatment, Oakwood Cemetery, streets, and parks and 

recreation activities. 
 

A. Motion – To receive the September 2015 staff reports and place on file. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO RECEIVE THE 
SEPTEMBER 2015 STAFF REPORTS AND PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Public Hearing – On an ordinance amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 178, Streets and Sidewalks, Article I, 
Sidewalk Building, Maintenance, and Repair, §178-4, Responsibility for construction, repair, or maintenance, subsection A 
(introduced 28 September 2015, published 04 October 2015). 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, reported the City Council Finance and Policy Committee recommends a three-inch 

accumulation amount with a twenty-four hour compliance time-line. 
 
MAYOR SMITH OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 178, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE I, SIDEWALK BUILDING, 
MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIR, §178-4, RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, OR 
MAINTENANCE, SUBSECTION A, AT 8:00 P.M. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MAYOR SMITH CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 178, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE I, SIDEWALK BUILDING, 
MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIR, §178-4, RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, OR 
MAINTENANCE, SUBSECTION A, AT 8:00 P.M. 
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B. Public Hearing – On the Northstar Cooperative, Inc., Industrial Facility Exemption Application (Published 04 October 
2015). 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, mentioned the investment amount and job numbers. 
 
MAYOR SMITH OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE NORTHSTAR COOPERATIVE, INC., INDUSTRIAL 
FACILITY EXEMPTION APPLICATION, AT 8:02 P.M. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MAYOR SMITH CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE NORTHSTAR COOPERATIVE, INC., INDUSTRIAL 
FACILITY EXEMPTION APPLICATION, AT 8:02 P.M. 

 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Ordinance – Introduce and set a Public Hearing for Monday, 26 October 2015, on an ordinance amending the Grand Ledge 
City Code Chapter 220, Zoning, Article IV, Zoning Districts, §220-6, Zoning District Map. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO INTRODUCE AND SET 
A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2015, ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND 
LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE IV, ZONING DISTRICTS, §220-6, ZONING DISTRICT 
MAP. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the ordinance rezones the Gilbert property that was recently included in the City 

through a 425 Agreement with Oneida Township and reported the Planning Commission recommends the ordinance. 
 
MOTION TO INTRODUCE AND SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MONDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2015, ON AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE IV, 
ZONING DISTRICTS, §220-6, ZONING DISTRICT MAP, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Resolution #61 of 2015 – To confirm Traffic Control Order #2015-02. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#61 OF 2015, TO CONFIRM TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER #2015-02. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained Traffic Control Order #2015-02 established Greenwood St. as one-way. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #61 OF 2015, TO CONFIRM TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER #2015-02, 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Resolution #62 of 2015 – To approve an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate from NorthStar Cooperative, Inc. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION #62 OF 2015, TO APPROVE AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FROM 
NORTHSTAR COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the resolution allows a 50% exemption over twelve years. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #62 OF 2015, TO APPROVE AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION 
CERTIFICATE FROM NORTHSTAR COOPERATIVE, INC., CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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D. Motion – To authorize the Grand Ledge Area Emergency Services Authority to conduct training exercises in the Scout 
Building prior to demolition, subject to the City Administrator's approval. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO AUTHORIZE THE 
GRAND LEDGE AREA EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT TRAINING EXERCISES IN 
THE SCOUT BUILDING PRIOR TO DEMOLITION, SUBJECT TO THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S APPROVAL. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, mentioned the contingency allows for the City Administrator to work with the timing of 

demolition and equipment removal. 
 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRAND LEDGE AREA EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY TO 
CONDUCT TRAINING EXERCISES IN THE SCOUT BUILDING PRIOR TO DEMOLITION, SUBJECT TO THE 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S APPROVAL, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
X. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 
 

XI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
 

XII. CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. Motion – To move into closed session to consider the periodic personnel evaluation of an employee, per the employee's 
request, per the Open Meetings Act, Section 8(a). 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER SECONDED, TO MOVE INTO CLOSED 
SESSION TO CONSIDER THE PERIODIC PERSONNEL EVALUATION OF AN EMPLOYEE, PER THE 
EMPLOYEE'S REQUEST, PER THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT, SECTION 8(A), AT 8:08 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS LEFT, AT 9:00 P.M. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER SOWLE MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO RETURN TO THE 
MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2015 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AT 10:08 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Motion – To rate the City Administrator Exceeds Expectations, per the 2015 evaluation. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER SECONDED, TO RATE THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR AT EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS, PER THE 2015 EVALUATION.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER SOWLE SECONDED, TO ADJOURN THE 
MONDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2015, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AT 10:09 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
APPROVED 26 OCTOBER 2015. 

 Gregory L. Newman, City Clerk 

 Kalmin D. Smith, Mayor 
 


