
GRAND LEDGE CITY COUNCIL 
310 GREENWOOD ST. 

GRAND LEDGE MI 48837 
(517) 627-2149 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, 11 MAY 2015 

7:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

310 GREENWOOD ST. 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL – Mayor Kalmin Smith; Mayor Pro-Tem Keith Mulder; and Council members Rick Lantz, Thom 
Sowle, and Don Willems 

– Council members Christina Bartholomew and Sue Roberts were absent 
OTHERS PRESENT – Adam Smith, City Administrator; Gregory Newman, City Clerk; Larry LaHaie, Service Director; Chad 

Brunton, Street Supervisor; Scott Weaver, Building Official; Susan Stachowiak, Zoning Administrator; 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Smith led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Motion (from staff) – To approve the Monday, 11 May 2015 City Council consent agenda, as follows: 
 

i. Financial transactions and bills. 
 

ii. Monday, 27 April 2015 regular City Council minutes. 
 

iii. Right-of-Way Use Application from the American Legion Post 48, for the 23 May 2015 Memorial Day Parade. 
 

iv. Approve a grade and step change for the Assistant City Administrator from Grade 8 Step 9 to Grade 7 Step 8, effective 
11 May 2015 (recommended by the City Council Human Resources Committee). 
 

v. Resolution #21 of 2015 – To amend the Personnel Manual. 
 

vi. Resolution #22 of 2015 – To approve an Events Recycling Contract with Schupan Recycling for the 2015 Grand 
Adventure Race. 
 

vii. Resolution #23 of 2015 – To confirm Traffic Control Order #2015-01. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 11 MAY 2015 CITY COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

V. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Motion – To approve the Monday, 11 May 2015 regular City Council agenda. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MONDAY, 11 MAY 2015 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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VI. COMMITTEE AND BOARD REPORTS 
 

A. Planning Commission 
 

Council member Mulder reported the Planning Commission approved the 720 S. Clinton St. site plan. 
 
 

VII. STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. Adam Smith, City Administrator 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, reported on ongoing negotiations with Eaton County on the road millage distribution, the 

LEAP art grant process, the submission of documents for both the Jaycee Park and Oak Park expansion projects, the 
need for an appraisal of the Jaycee Park expansion land, the revised Building Department fees for the Annual Budget for 
the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2016, the revised proposed Water and Sewer Fund Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year 
Ending 30 June 2016, and the Jenne St. Reconstruction Project’s impact on other street projects in the Annual Budget 
for the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2016. 

 
The City Council discussed the possibility of regulations on whole house storage batteries, and the schedule and process of 

updating building and trades codes. 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Public Hearing – On the Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2016 and the property tax millage rate 
proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the required public hearing on the proposed Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year 

Ending 30 June 2016, and mentioned the City’s efforts to communicate to the public on the proposed Annual Budget 
for the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June 2016. 

 
MAYOR SMITH OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING 30 JUNE 2016 AND THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO 
SUPPORT THE PROPOSED BUDGET, AT 7:46 P.M. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MAYOR SMITH CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
ENDING 30 JUNE 2016 AND THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO 
SUPPORT THE PROPOSED BUDGET, AT 7:46 P.M. 
 

B. Public Hearing – On an ordinance amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 220, Zoning, Article XVIII, General 
Provisions, §§220-72, Access to a street, and 220-74, Access management, (introduced 27 April 2015, published 03 May 
2015). 
 
Susan Stachowiak, Zoning Administrator, explained the ordinance amending the Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 220, 

Zoning, Article XVIII, General Provisions, §§220-72, Access to a street, and 220-74, Access management. 
 
MAYOR SMITH OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING, ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE XVIII, GENERAL PROVISIONS, §§220-72, ACCESS TO A 
STREET, AND 220-74, ACCESS MANAGEMENT, AT 7:47 P.M. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MAYOR SMITH CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING, ON AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GRAND LEDGE 
CITY CODE CHAPTER 220, ZONING, ARTICLE XVIII, GENERAL PROVISIONS, §§220-72, ACCESS TO A 
STREET, AND 220-74, ACCESS MANAGEMENT, AT 7:47 P.M. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Resolution #24 of 2015 – To approve a contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation for the Jenne St. 
Reconstruction Project. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION #24 OF 2015, TO APPROVE A CONTRACT WITH THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE JENNE ST. RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT. 
 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the bids received. 
 
The City Council debated the project’s funding sources. 
 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #24 OF 2015, TO APPROVE A CONTRACT WITH THE MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE JENNE ST. RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Resolution #25 of 2015 – To approve a contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation for an Airport Layout 

Plan Update for the Abrams Municipal Airport. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#25 OF 2015, TO APPROVE A CONTRACT WITH THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FOR AN AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN UPDATE FOR THE ABRAMS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT. 

 
Adam Smith, City Administrator, explained the contract covers incorporating twenty years of changes into the Airport 

Layout Plan. 
 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #25 OF 2015, TO APPROVE A CONTRACT WITH THE MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR AN AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN UPDATE FOR THE ABRAMS 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

X. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 

XI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

Mayor Smith appointed Lynne MacDowell to the Planning Commission, to serve as its representative to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for a term expiring 09 January 2017. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER SOWLE MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO APPROVE THE 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF LYNNE MACDOWELL TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION, TO SERVE AS ITS 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, FOR A TERM EXPIRING 09 JANUARY 2017.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

XII. CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. Motion – To move into closed session for a strategy and negotiation session connected with the negotiation of a collective 
bargaining agreement, per the Open Meetings Act, Section 8(c), and to consider material exempt from discussion or 
disclosure by state or federal statute, per the Open Meetings Act, Section 8(h). 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER WILLEMS SECONDED, TO MOVE INTO CLOSED 
SESSION FOR A STRATEGY AND NEGOTIATION SESSION CONNECTED WITH THE NEGOTIATION OF A 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT, PER THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT, SECTION 8(C), AND TO 
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CONSIDER MATERIAL EXEMPT FROM DISCUSSION OR DISCLOSURE BY STATE OR FEDERAL STATUTE, 
PER THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT, SECTION 8(H), AT 7:54 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MULDER MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ SECONDED, TO RETURN TO THE 
MONDAY, 11 MAY 2015 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AT 9:01 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER LANTZ MOVED, COUNCIL MEMBER SOWLE SECONDED, TO ADJOURN THE 
MONDAY, 11 MAY 2015, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AT 9:01 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
APPROVED 26 MAY 2015. 

 Gregory L. Newman, City Clerk 

 Kalmin D. Smith, Mayor 
 


